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EDITORIAL 


The month of April occupies an important place in the life of people of Orissa. Sixty-five 
years ago, on the Ist of April 1936, the separate province of Orissa was created. This 


year, on the 66th Utkal Divas, Doordarshan's 24-hour Oriya channel was inaugurated. It 


would go a long way in making the world outside aware of the artistic and cultural 


excellence of Orissa and its agricultural and industrial progress. There is another piece 


of good news for the people of the State : the development of Puri and Bhubaneswar 


would soon be taken up under the programme of Rejuvenation of Culturally Significant 
Cities. 


We are now in the midst of a hot summer. The memory of the heat wave that struck 


Orissa a couple of years ago is still fresh in our minds. In view of the scarcity of rainfall 


during the last monsoon and with the ground water-level going down, arise in temperature 


is anticipated this summer. Government has taken several steps to combat the heat wave 


and avoid casualties. Arrangements for providing drinking water at bus stands, bazars, 


Schools, shelters and places of worship have been made. Classes and examinations in 


€ducational institutions have been rescheduled. We sincerely hope, the summer of 2001 


Will not be a cruel one. 


olan uly, 


Utkal Divas - 2001 


STATE-LEVEL FUNCTION IN BHUBANESWAR 


: >vel function 
Utkal Divas was celebrated all over the State on the Ist of April 2001. The ce 
was organised on the Exhibition Ground at Unit III, Bhubaneswar at 6.30 I .M. = eenatien 
Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik was the Chief Guest and Hon'ble Union Minister for we acide 
and Broadcasting, Smt Sushama Swaraj was the Guest of Honour. The meeting was pres 


. wace He: n'ble 
over by Hon'ble Speaker of Orissa Legislative Assembly, Shri Sarat Kumar soe 
Minister for Revenue, Law, Fisheries and Animal Resources Development, Shri Bisw 
Harichandan was the Chief Speaker on the occasion. The welco 


me address was delivered a 
coe oue: 
Hon'ble Minister for Information and Public Relations, Shri Duryodhan Majhi. fie a 
dwelt upon the ancient glory of Utkal and urged the people of Orissa to work hard to lea 
State on the path of progress and bring prosperity 


to its people. 
The Commissioner- 


‘ . > messages of 
cum-Secretary, Shri R. Balakrishnan read out the mess ice ue 
‘Hon'ble Vice-President and Hon'ble Prime Minister to the people of Orissa on the occas 


sed by Shti 
Orissa Day. The April issue of Orissa Review and Utkal Prasanga were released by 
Patnaik and Smt Swaraj respectively. Smt Swa 


Taj awarded Redcross prizes to disabled eae 
for their notable achievements; she also gave away prizes to successful participants in berm 
and debate competitions among school and college students, organised by Bhubanes 
Municipal Corporation and Information and Public Relations Department. 

A colourful cultural Programme based on the ing 0 
was presented by the Department of Culture. The programme included the sensone 
conchshell by Shri Rajendra Mohapatra and his group, Narendrapur, Ganjam; a Re 
Odissi dance by Odissi Research Centre, Bhubaneswar; Dalkhai dance by the Samba * 
dance troupe from Ukia, Sambalpur; Chhou dance by Mayur Art Centre, Bhubaneswar: D2 


dance by Liploi, Athamallik; Animal dance by Upendra Bhanja Loka Nrutya Parishae 
Bhanjanagar and Naga dance by Lingaraj Yubak Sangh, Srirar 


mchandrapur. 
CELEBRATIONS IN NEW DELHI 


:  chri 
Utkal Divas was celebrated on April 1, 2001 at Mavalankar Auditorium, New Delti- a 
AU. Singh Deo, Hon'ble Mi and Mines, Government of Orissa, attend® 
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Empowerment of Women 


Beginning of a New Era 


Text of the Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s speech at the 
launch of Women Empowerment Year in New Delhi on 4 January 2001. 


It gives me great pleasure to be with you at 
the launch of ‘Women’s Empowerment Year’. 
The decision to observe 2001 as ‘Women’s 
Empowerment Year’ has a twin purpose. First, 
to acknowledge that one of the keys to our 
nation’s socio-economic progress is 
empowerment of women. Second, to create 
mass awareness of the linkages between 
development and women’s empowerment on 
the one hand and progress and gender equality 
on the other. To achieve both these goals, we 
cannot depend on the normal pace of social 
change. Instead, we have to hasten the process 
Of social change through affirmative action, 
forwardlooking policies and radical strategies. 


Gender Equality & Empowerment 


Gender equality and women’s 
empowerment are not alien concepts for us. 
Indeed, in ancient times, women in India had 
4 status that was by no means inferior to that 
of men; on the contrary, in many matters they 
had an upper hand. She was Shakti, revered 
and respected. Our scriptures say: 


“Janani Janmabhoomischa Swargadap! 
Gariyasi.” 


Distortions, however, have crept in 
over the last few centuries, greatly harming 
the status of women in Indian society. The 
reality we see around us today is vastly 
different from the past as well as the present 
constitutional guarantee of equality. Social 


customs and practices that have struck deep 
roots, and are sought to be justified by citing 
religious sanction, have resulted in deprivation 
of disadvantage to, and discrimination against 
women. In matters related to economic 
development, women continue to be 
marginalised-both in policy formulation and 
programme implementation. 


As a result, women are Handicapped 
by unequal access to political, social and 
economic resources. This, in turn, has resulted 
in low levels of female literacy, high levels of 
infant mortality and poor nutritional record. 
The continually declining sex ratio is not only 
disturbing for demographic purposes but also 
because it reflects the status of the girl child. 
It is true that state intervention has had a 
positive impact in lowering infant mortality 
rate, increasing life expectancy and enhancing 
access to education and health for women. But 
we have a long way to go before we achieve 
all-round gender equality by socially, 
politically and economically empowering 
women. In short; ensuring that her 
constitutional rights are by no means curbed. 


For this, as I said, we need to focus on 
hastening the process of change by creating 
an environment where every woman is able 
to realise her full potential and her rights are 
not circumscribed by social customs and 
practices. We have to create an environment 
where women have the freedom of choice, just 
as men have the freedom of choice today. 


i> = 
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Challenges on the way to Equality 


This is by no means an easy task. There 
are many challenges that confront us on the 
path to gender equality and empowerment. We 
have to change those social norms and 
attitudes that result in glaring inequalities in 
the access to and distribution of resources-be 
it land, education, healthcare or credit. We 
have to effectively deal with vulnerability of 
women to social stresses unleashed by 
economic reforms and prevent the 
feminisation of poverty. We have to fight 


violence, be it physical or mental, against 
women. 


If we can achieve these goals, we shall 
succeed in removing barriers and Opening the 
doors to a world of opportunities for women. 
We will be able to restore to them the social 
Status and dignity which are rightfully theirs, 


But Government alone cannot achieve 
these goals. To succeed, we need the active 
involvement of all women and men, 
communitybased organisations, voluntary 
associations, Panchayati Raj Institutions, 
indeed, the entire nation. We need to bring 
issues of gender equality and women’s 
empowerment to the forefront of 
consciousness. Above all, 
examples by practising equ 
lives so that others are encou 


public 
we need to set 
ality in our own 
Taged to abandon 


practices and customs that are detrimental to 
social progress. 


National Policy 


On its part, Government will soon 
unveil a National Policy for Empowerment of 
Women. This was a commitment India made 
at the Fourth International Conference of 
Women at Beijing in 1995. The policy will 
reflect our aspiration to ensure full and equal 
Participation of women in the decision making 
process as well as their full access to ae 
control of resources. We propose to set ¢ 
timeframe for achieving the goals of this policy 
so that women emerge as equal partners a 
India’s socio-economic progress in the 2\st 
century. 


Before I conclude, I would ae 
Congratulate the recipients of this year’s ane 
Shakti Puraskaar. Each one of you has set . 
example through your dedicated and hard sei : 
for women's empowerment. Let 2001 be a Ye 
of change, a year of prosperity, of health a" 


; 1 the 
happiness. And let this year mark the — 


ae saan ait 
beginning of a new era of equality ia 
Opportunity for women in India and all © 
the world, 


Source : Beg 


Women. New Delhi~ DAVP, Ministry of Informal! 
and Broadcasting, Government of India : 2001. 
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Speech of His Excellency 

the Governor of Orissa, Shri M.M. Rajendran 

on the Occasion of Anti-Corruption Week 
Inaugurated by Him on 31.10.2000 


On this august day of Sardar Patel’s birthday, the State Vigilance Department has done well to 
focus attention on the disease of corruption that is sapping the energy of our polity and the entire 
system of governance. 


2. The atmosphere that has been prevailing in the country in the few decades of the 20th 
century , has been one of continued deterioration in the moral standards of all who are responsible 
for the governance of country. Mahatma Gandhi had said that if corruption exists at the high 
level, it will seep down to the lowest level. This is what, perhaps, the scientists call "the Percolation 
Effect." 


3. I remember, way back in the late 50s, when I joined Government, in the culture prevalent 
particularly in a state like Tamil Nadu (then Madras), with Mr. Kamraj as the Chief Minister of 
the State, we could count with our fingers, the number of people of doubtful reputation. What 
was even more important was that people with dubious reputation, who were very few, in the 
Senior Civil Services were socially ostracised and did not have much social intercourse with 
most of the other officials who had a clean reputation. However, with decades passing by, I 
found deterioration taking place slowly, steadily and inexorably towards total decline when corrupt 
bureaucrats, even if not openly praised, have been, at least secretly admired for their ability to 
take care of themselves. . 

4. The values for which people should have worked hard and toiled untiringly all their lives 
have been lamentably lost due to total erosion of the value system and what is left is only a desire 
for self aggrandisement by taking undue advantage of the opportunities that are provided by the 
organisation which employs the person. We have to think of this prevalent corruption as an 
offshoot of the political corruption, the bureaucratic corruption and above all, the combination 
of these two types: the political-bureaucratic nexus. 

5. Political Corruption is unpardonable particularly when our valiant freedom fighters had 
laid down their lives for the sake of freedom for the country; some of them underwent great 
sufferings and made great sacrifices. Those feelings of altruism have been given a go-by. People 
have in this political world taken to making quick money illegally and ttying to corrupt the 
electorate to bring them back to power. This results in different forms of political patronage, 
apart from making use of Governmental authority to amass huge fortunes—some of it stashed 
away in numbered accounts abroad. In the process, meritocracy is destroyed which really should 
have been pervasive in the governmental set-up. And finally, another reason for corruption is the 
total destruction of priorities of governance. Because of this, the political executive has helped 
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Commerce Ministry. Well, Commerce was then a powerful Ministry. After having been with us 
for two months he said that he just could understand what was going on in the Ministry .He once 
remarked, "You people are not able to make me learn. This is going above my head." What I am 
trying to point out is that jobs in any Ministry are challenging and sometimes even more 
challenging in the low-profile Ministries. But jobs in these Ministries do not find takers. This 
could be because, on one hand, there is no opportunity to rub shoulders with the rich and, on the 
other, perhaps. some do not like dealing with the poor people. If a person is in the Welfare 
Ministry probably he would be dealing with the Tribes, with orphans and those kind of 
Organisations that deal with the poor. But the mental attitude is such that people do not like to 
work in these areas. This has to be totally changed and changed fast. 


9. And for a bureaucrat who is corrupt—well he is normally not corrupt just by himself, 
Particularly the one who is a full-blown corrupt person. He will definitely be having various 
Supports. Otherwise, he will not dare to be so corrupt. So these support systems also have to be 
destroyed. Support systems-I am not naming them, but you can guess where they are. What is 
the reason for this ? The systems of calculated inefficiency, delays in administration, siphoning 
of funds that should have reached the targetted beneficiaries, or reaching the wrong persons; and 
even when they percolate to the right person, it’s only a small fraction. The rest is usurped 
enroute. That is due to bureaucratic corruption. Again there is unfortunately a more recent 
development in the last few years. I have noticed a new type of nexus between the politicians 
and the bureaucrats. This may give rise to a breed of bureaucrats who could perhaps, be most 
dangerous. This category of bureaucrats are those who manipulate a politician to suit their designs. 
In fact, there are many cases where politicians have become corrupt because of corrupt bureaucrats 
who misled them or misguided them or offered new temptations which they had not even thought 
of earlier or show to them opportunities which they would not have been aware of by themselves. 


10. Such politician—bureaucrat nexus is something which will have to be put down with a 
heavy hand. What are the various suggestions or approaches that one might think of in dealing 
with this problem ? We have to admit that today there is a certain amount of public cynicism— 
People's willingness to perceive corruption as a fact and a way of life. People talk about corruption 
in every place, but very little is done to eradicate the same. Unless there is a movement towards 
a transparent administration and clean governance, this is not likely to improve. This might 
otherwise result in wishful thinking. There must be sufficient pressure built up from within the 
Polity to make governance corruption free. Of course, as a solution, one immediately thinks of 
tise in literacy levels. This will help the people to know and understand their rights better. There 
-are also immediate measures that one can think of. At the highest level, the establishment of the 
Institution of Lokpal is still a far cry. And where Lokayukts exist, they are not able to function as 
independently as they should or would like to. Functionally, the Lokpal and the Lokayukts should 
have their own independent agencies to investigate allegations, apart from whatever support the 
C.B.L, or the State Vigilance Department can extend . 

ll. The Education system has to be revamped to build the character of the youngsters by 
Promoting ethical values in the Education System. A culture has to be developed by which 
People look down upon the corrupt, however highly placed they might be. I am convinced that 
the media has a major role to play in fighting corruption. Apart from others, these people who 
are opinion makers in the society have to take this up as a challenge. The Freedom of information 
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16. Ihave said a few points about the bureaucracy, because I thought it is very important that 
the bureaucracy maintains a very high standard of integrity and efficiency and more so in the 
context of the Fifth Pay Commission Report implementation, which have made them well paid. 
There is no reason to justify — of course there is never a justification—even minor corruption 
when the bureaucracy is now well paid. 


17. I want to leave one thought for you on transfers because I find that transfer is not only a 
source of corruption but it has become an industry for collecting illegal gratification. A lot of 
money is made on transfers and inconvenient officers are shunted to unimportant places and 
pliable officers kept in lucrative places. Quite often money passes hands to get positions. Therefore, 
some kind of a system — a transparent system of transfers should be brought about. I was just the 
other day going through Chandrabadu Naidu’s book, "Plainspeak" and it was very interesting to 
see how he has tried to handle it. And what he has said is that he has evolved a system of 
transfers on requests. Everyone who wants a transfer is allowed to put in a request. And the 
request is not granted unless he makes out a case for it. Making out a case is based on a number 
of factors, for which marks are given. The marks are awarded taking into consideration the 
following factors: (a) total length of service (b) length of service in that particular post (c) difficulty 
in the job handled by him (d) whether he had been ina remote corner away from the main road 
and (e) whether or not he has been in one of the "Prized" positions {f) performance in the last 
job. The ones who score higher marks are given priority in meeting their requests. But I would 
be very interested to know what this group thinks of this and to what extent this can be put into 
Practice in Orissa. You all could make concrete recommendations on this approach. 


18. I cannot but succumb to the temptation of my adoration for the Japanese bureaucratic 
eaucratic structure functions, I have a lot of admiration for it. 
Itis a bureaucracy which is known for its lean size and constant vigil is kept so as not to increase 
its strength. Meritocracy plays the most important guiding principle and to a very large extent it 
is insulated from political pressures. The bureaucracy functions in an autonomous manner and is 
able to function effectively right from policy formulation to implementation at the lowest level. 
Why Iam mentioning this in this workshop is that it 1s an ideal towards which we should try to 
Move. For the first few years, promotion is based on seniority, the rationale being that during that 
Period everyone should be given an equal opportunity to advance. But thereafter merit plays a 
much greater part. Senior bureaucrats retire very early. While we are increasing the age of 
Superannuation, they are decreasing it. And I think by the age of 55, most of them retire. That is 
Not the end. They have post-retirement assignments mainly with the private Sector with which 
the Government have an understanding. But a person cannot get a private sector job, as prevalent 
in India, by trying to do favours while in service. The assignment to the Private Sector is done by 
a panel of bureaucrats at the highest level, depending on performance. They call this 
“AMAKUDARI” system. This ensures that their best performing bureaucrats, even after 
retirement can continue to occupy some of the most eminent positions in the private sector. And 
ithelps both ways. The Government is able to maintain a lean bureaucracy and the private sector 
is able to draw on the rich experience of the bureaucrats. I hope this workshop will come up with 
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The names of five poets appear in the first 
Sarga of Gitagovinda. They are Umapatidhara, 
Jayadeva, Sarana, Govardhanacharya and 
Dhoyi. Many scholars who have written’ the 
history of Sanskrit literature have accepted 
these five as natives of Bengal and that they 
had adorned the court of King Laxmana Sena. 


The sloka, the third verse of the first 
Sarga starting with ‘“Bachapallava- 
tatyumapatidhara” (Gitagovinda -1-4) is 
Preceded by the slokas "Vagdevata charita 
Chitrita.......... " and “Yadi Hari smarane sarasa 
mallo”. It is succeeded by the famous 
Dasavatar slokas starting with "Pralaya 
Payodhi Jale....." 


The meaning of this sloka is - 
“Umapatidhara is prodigal with speech. He can 
no doubt make the words sprout, i.e. he is 
Proficient in the use of bombastic and florid 
Words but his knowledge of the use of words 
is Only superficial and not deep. Sarana 1s 
Tenowned for his subtle flowing sounds. 
Sarana is praiseworthy only in quick and 
difficult composition but in nothing else. 
Kaviraja Dhoyi is famed as King of poets for 
his musical ear. He can remember what he 
hears once which implies that he has a strong 
Memory and imitativeness but he lacks in 
Originality. No one rivals Acharya Govardhana 
in the composition of faultless Shringara Rasa 
Poems, but he has no mastery in other rasas 
except Shringara. Jayadeva alone has profound 
Mastery over the use of words and has 
Originality and spontaneity .” 


Ri ee a ee 


Sri Jayadeva and King Laxmana Sena 


Ajit Kumar Tripathy 


From the language and the context of 
this sloka, it is clear that this neither fits into 
the text nor does it match the style of Jayadeva. 
There is no rhyme or reason as to why 
Jayadeva whose name is taken with respect 
alongwith Kalidasa would take pride in 
comparing himself with four much less known 
poets, totally abruptly and without 
provocation. 


In the Rasikapriya Tika of Gitagovinda 
by Rana Kumbha composed in the 15th 
century A.D, it has been mentioned that this 
sloka did not exist in the original book and 
was a later interpolation. The author of 
Sandarva Dipika (also known as Sagraha 


’ Dipika by Dhruti Dasa) has not mentioned this 


verse at all. (Orissa Historical Research 
Journal Vol.XXII No.2. page 28 F.) 


Eminent historian of Orissa, Kedarnath 
Mahapatra, while referring to Sarvanga. 


Sundari Tika has said, “On the wrong. 


interpretation Of this significant verse has been 
based a wrong theory that all the poets 


mentioned in it belonged to the court of - 


Laxmana Sena of Bengal, which has been 
unquestionably accepted by many scholars, 
even though there is no mention of any court 
or any Laxmana Sena in this verse. This verse 
as explained in the Sarvanga Sundari Tika 
clearly proves that Jayadeva has established 
his superiority over four other contemporary 
poets and says nothing about his own or their 
association with any royal court”, (Orissa 
Historical Research Journal Vol.XVI No.4. 
page 163). No court poet in his senses would 
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denounce his own colleagues in the court in 
his own writings and incur the wrath of the 
king, particularly when not a single word of 


praise (prasasti) is uttered about the king to 
please him. 


Alankara Sekhar was a book written 
by Pandit Kesava Mishra in 1563 A.D.. In this 
book a sloka written by Govardhanacharya 
appears, which starts with "Prak Pratyak 
Prithivirbhuto." The meaning of this sloka is 
“O , King of Utkal, in the courts of the kings 
of the east and the west there are many famous 
learned men and poets, In your court also there 
are a number of learned men who are proud 
of their learning. But Jayadeva the most 
learned of all poets has dwarfed all of them. 
This sloka also does not mention that this 
Jayadeva actually belon 
king of Utkal. 


Maithili Pandit Kesava Mishra 
belonged to the court of Raja Manik Chandra. 
As per his. book Jayadeva was declared 
according to Govardhanacharya, as the Most 
learned men in the east and the west 
excelled all the other court poets. Interestir 
and significantly even Govar 
at all he is the author of this 
not find place in his book Arya Saptasati, has 
not mentioned that Jayadeva was in the court 
of the king of Utkal., Supposing that this was 
true, then this explains the attitude of poet 
Govardhanacharya towards Jayadeva, his 
senior contemporary. In that case how could 
Jayadeva be so critical about his merits as a 
poet ? Moreover how could Jayadeva in his 
Own composition praise Govardhanacharya as 
the best source so far of Shringara Rasa when 
he must have read Kalidasa and Bhartruhari. 


According to late Dr. Satyanarayan 
Jayadeva and 


ged to the court of the 


and 
ngly 
dhanacharya, if 
sloka, for it does 


view to increasing the popularity of the book 
Arya Saptasati written by Govardhanacharya. 
Arya Saptasati was a book written syngas 
of Shringara Sataka of Bhartruhari. It a 
composed in Sanskrit and based on ile e 
of Hala composed earlier in Prakrit language: 


Dr. Bhagaban Panda in his book ae 
Gitagovinda Mahakavyam published by _ 
Directorate of Culture, Orissa in 1984 has - 
“This verse is called Ksepaka or Interpolatie” 
by Rana Kumbha in his Rasika tn 
Commentary. The author of Sangraha Dip " 
commentary does not interpret this yee, 
all. This verse only gives an esa 
Kaviraja Jayadeva about four other poets idet 
might at best be taken as his ‘ nef 
contemporaries but it does not imply a 
directly or indirectly that all the four ee 
referred to in it belonged to Bengal 
adorned the court of Laxmana Sena. 


ged 10 
Acharya Govardhana who belong’" 


Niali Sasana of Orissa was not a court porn 
Laxmana Sena. None of the stanzas nd 
famous Arya Saptasati is quoted in the Sa ah 
Karnamrita of Sridhar Das, a court Parole 
Laxmana Sena. A poet Govardhana ! ae in 
Six times but these verses cannot be baie nol 
the Arya Saptasati, When his work wnat 
known to Sridhar Das, court poet of et, pave 
Sen, Govardhanacharya could no! AS 
adorned the court of Laxmana nat in 
mentioned by Dr, Panda, "The omiss! pie 
Sadukti Karnamrita of any verse © wo i 
Saptasati which had become well ae ing! 
far off Malava by 1211 A.D. convine fits 
disproves the theory of the connection 


‘ wag _ 4 Sena. 
author with the court of Laxmana S€ al 


.pok! 
Govardhana had eloquently i his 
he Scholarship and poetic tale rawh? 
younger brother Udayana and Balabh@ sitio” 
had helped him in improving the comP nary 
of Arya Saptasati. Poet Udayan the 
belonged to Utkal and was connecté ori jon 
Tuling Ganga family. Two stone insy id . 


©omposed by him are still to be 


about t 
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Sovaneswar temple of Niali and Ananta 
Vasudev temple of Bhubaneswar. 


The verse "Govardhanascha Sarano 
Jayadeva Umapati........ " generally cited by the 
scholars to establish connection of Jayadeva 
with the court of king Laxmana Sena was 
reported to be seen by Sri Rupa Goswami and 
Sri Sanatana Goswami as inscribed on the 
entrance of King Laxmana Sena’s Assembly 
Hall in Navadwipa. History or Vaishnav 
literature does not record the two Goswamis, 
contemporary of Sri Chaitanya in the 16th 
century moving together and visiting 
Navadwipa. This verse is written in very poor 
Sanskrit and is evidently a spurious one. It was 
Composed on the basis of the interpolated verse 
“VachahPallavayati” of Gitagovinda by some 
Pandit much after the Sri Chaitanya period 
when Gitagovinda became very popular 
among the Vaishnavas of Bengal. — 


The names of these two Goswamis 
Were associated cleverly with the discovery 
of the so called stone slab containing the verse 
in the place of Laxmana Sen Navadwipa. One 
Ramakanta Tripathy in the introduction of his 
book on Aray Sapta Sati, went to the ridiculous 
length of saying that this verse was also quoted 
by Kallahana of Kashmir in his famous Kavya 
Rajatarangani. Kallahana wrote the book in 
the forties of the 12th century A.D. and 
Preceded Laxmana Sena at least by forty years. 


The palace of Laxmana Sena as 
recorded in history was raised to dust by 
Mahamud-i-Bakhtiar in 1205 A.D: It was not 
'n Navadwipa. After a lapse of about three 
hundred years the stone / wooden slab or plate 
Containing the verse was said to have been seen 
at the door of the Darbar hall by Rupa 
Goswami and Sanatana Goswami neither of 
Whom did care to mention this startling 
discovery in any of their own writings: 


According to Thomas E. Donaldson, 
there is no contemporary epi graphic or literary 
€vidence to prove that Nadiya was ever the 
Capital of either Laxmana Sena OF his 


<i> 


forefathers and successors, the grants always 
being issued from Vikrampura or in the case 
of the later ones from Dharyagrama and 
Phalgugrama. Similarly in no Sanskrit work 
written during the same period, is Nadiya 
mentioned as the capital of Laxmana Sena. 


According to Kedarnath Mahapatra, 
"The story of the discovery of the so called 
inscription describing the connection of the 
five poets with Navadwipa originated and was 
circulated in the post-Chaitanya period when 
Nadiya came to prominence due to the birth 
of the great reformer Mahaprabhu Sri 
Chaitanya in this holy place." 

There is little evidence, literary or 
archaeological, that the Gitagovinda was 
popular in Bengal prior to the advent of 
Chaitanya. Nadiya Navadwipa was presented 
as the centre of Bengal civilisation, the capital 
of Laxmana Sena and a place where all that is 
best in Bengal culture took place, after Sri 
Chaitanya took birth there. 

Sri Chaitanya first discovered the jewel 
of Gitagovinda in Bhakti literature when he 
visited Puri in 1509 A.D. and came to realise 
the religious significance of the work from 
Raya Ramananda, Governor.of the south 
provinces of the empire of Gajapati Utkal on 
the banks of river Godavari at Rajamuhendri 
when he had gone there to meet Raya 
Ramananda being directed by Vasudeva 
Sarbabhouma of Puri. 


Sri Jayadeva, author of Gitagovinda, 
had no connection or link, whatsoever, with 
king Laxmana Sena of Bengal. Had it been 
so, Sri Chaitanya would have clearly expressed 
his acquaintance and appreciation of 
Gitagovinda before Raya Ramananda. ‘It is 


~ surprising that nearly three hundred fifty years 


had passed after composition of Gitagovinda 
and a Vaishnava saint of the stature of 
Mahaprabhu Sri Chaitanya learns about it for 
the first time from Raya Ramananda, Governor 
of the south provinces of the empire of the 
Gajapati king of Utkal. During the last ten 
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years of his stay at Puri, Sri Chaitanya and 
Pancha Sakha went regularly every year on 
Sankirtana Padayatras to Kenduli, the birth 
place of poet Jayadeva on the Prachi river and 
danced in the streets of Kenduli singing verses 
from Gitagovinda. This has been recorded in 
the book’ Vaishnava Lilamrita’ by Vaishanv 
poet Madhav Patnaik who was a contemporary 
of Sri Chaitanya and served as an Assistant to 
Raya Ramananda when he was Governor of 
South provinces at Rajamuhendri and then. as 
the Puri Temple Administrator. 


Jayadeva and Kaviraj Dhoyi were 
contemporaries of Choda Gangadev (1112- 
1142 A.D.), Vijaya Sena (1072-1119 A.D.), 
Kamamava Dev (1142-1157 A.D. ) and Vallala 
Sena (1119-16 AD). Minister 
Umapatidhara was a contemporary partly of 
Vallal Sella and then of Laxmana Sena. 
Jayadeva was present during the later part of 
the reign of Choda Ganga Deva, Kamarnava 
Deva and the first few years of Raghava Deva 
as is known from the stone inscription in 
Lingaraj Temple Starting with "Swasti Raghav 
Devasya......." 


Kavi Govardhanacharya and his 
brother Kavi Udayana were contemporaries of 
Raja Raj Dev-II (1170-1190 A.D.), Ananga 
Bhima Deva (1190-1198 A.D.) and Raja Raj 
Deva-1II (1198-121] A.D.) of Orissa. 
Laxmana Sen ascended the throne during the 
time of RajaRaja Deva II and after his 
miserable defeat came to Orissa as a refuse 
and took shelter at Puri under the protection 
of Raja Raja Deva III. 


* Itis quite probable that Udayana wrote 
the first commentary of Gitagovinda towards 
the last part of 12th ce 


ntury and Pandit 
Narayana Das wrote Sarva 


I nga Sundari Tika 
in the last part of 13th or first part of 14th 
century A.D. This Sarvanga 


Sundari Tika was 
composed at least some hundred years before 
Rasikapriya Tika of Rana Kumbhakarna. Even 


then Rana Kumbha Karna has clearly declared 


ee H 
ee 


that the verse denigrating the four poets was 
an interpolation. 


These findings are based on a lot of 
historical and literary research by Dr. 
Satyanarayan Rajguru, Kedarnath Mahapatra, 
Nilamani Mishra and Dr. K.C.Mitra, Dr. 
Banamali Rath and Dr. Bhagaban Panda who 
are famous historians and literary giants in 
their fields, each specialisin g on Jayadeva. One 
interpolated verse in Gitagovinda and another 
Spurious non-existent sloka cannot be the basis 
of a finding that Jayadeva and four other poets 
were court poets of Laxmana Sena and were 
contemporaries of each other. 
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Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi 


(1892-1974) 


Indeed, the much-respected late Shri Krushna 
Chandra Gajapathi, the former Maharaja of 
Parlakhemundi, was the noblest among 
noblemen and has rightly been described as 
the founder of Orissa State. This patriotic 
Personality of Orissa dedicated his life for the 
unification of Orissa and got amalgamated the 
Oriya-speaking tracts, which were 
dismembered into four different Provinces for 
Over three centuries. He is fondly remembered 
as an architect of modern Orissa to this day. 


Mere words cannot describe the far- 
sightedness, philanthropy and epic sacrifices 
of Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi. As a 
Pioneer of the Oriya Movement, he spent In 
millions from his own royal treasury, for the 
cause of Orissa State formation and its 
development. He put forth the demands for a 
Separate Orissa State before the two Round 
Table Conferences of the British Government 
in London, during the years 1930 and 1932. 
He remained a dejected person with his retinue 
in London's Dorchester Hotel, when his efforts 
took time to attain the desired result. However, 
One night in his dream, his Istadevi, Goddess 
Manikeswari, assured him of ultimate success. 
He continued his untiring efforts and truly 
enough, the Oriyas were granted a separate 
State in the year 1936. 

Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi had 
his formal education at Parlakhemundi under 
English tutors of the I.C.S. cadre and thereafter 
he pursued his higher studies at the exclusive 


Cm> 


Gopi Nath Gajapathi 


Newington College in Madras, run by British 
educationists. He ably provided a multi- 
dimensional leadership to Orissa and was 
unanimously elected the First Prime Minister 
or Premier of Orissa (as Chief Ministers of 
Indian States were then known). In the old 
State Capital of Cuttack, he was instrumental 
in the establishment of the Utkal University, 
the Medical College and also the famous 
Central Rice Research Institue, which is one 
of the biggest of its kind in Asia. He set up | 
many schools, colleges, industrial institutions, 
modern agricultural farms and provided a 
record number of 1281 irrigation sagars or 
water-tanks in his agriculturally-dominant 
native taluk. This stupendous effort was 
mainly responsible for the undivided Ganjam 
district earning the enviable hallmark of the 
rice-bowl of Orissa. Scholarships were 
awarded to thousands of poor and meritorious 
students for pursuing studies in humanities, 
science, agriculture, medicine, engineering, 
etc. 

With regard to social service, Shri 
Krushna Chandra Gajapathi constructed roads, 
built choultries, hospitals, medical sub-centres 
and public shelters for the needy and the frail | 
in his home-town of Parlakhemundi. His 
patronage to Oriya literature, art, music, 
culture, sports, games and horse-riding (in 
which he himself excelled) are exemplary. He 
extended the Narrow Gauge Railway Line 
from Parlakhemundi to Gunupur, for providing 
basic travel service to the Orissa-Andhra 
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Pradesh border areas, predominated by 
adivasis, harijans and the down-trodden. His 
widely-acclaimed, historic Gajapathi Palace, 
constructed by British engineers, stands 
impressively in the heart of the picturesque 
Parlakhemundi town. The more recent 
summer palace named Basant Niwas Palace 
(now the property of the Government of 
Orissa) designed by German experts, is an 
architectural marvel and is situated on the 
tranquil banks of River Mah 


endra Tanaya 
flowing nearby, 


Further, Shri Krushna Chandra 


Gajapathi was the Honorary Captain in the 
First World War. He was recipient of a rare 
Sanad in 1920 from the then Viceroy and 
Governor General of India, in recognition of 
his services rendered to the Indian 
during the Great War and as am 
approbation. The title of Mahar 
awarded to him, as a Personal distinction by 
H.E. Lord Willingdon, Viceroy and Governor 
General of India, in the year 1936. He was 
Member of the Royal Commission on 
Agriculture under the Chairmanship of H.E, 
Lord Linlithgow. Furthermore, he Was also 
Member of the Madras Legislative Council, 


al University 
were awarded 
nighthood of 
n him by H.M, 
one among the 
ian Constitution, 


Army 
ark of 
aja was 


» tO name just a few. He 
was a senior member of 


Clubs as well as Social C] 


Pe 


To recall precisely the philanthropic 
deeds of Shri Krushna Chandra os 
no easy task. He made liberal donations Bi 
Pasteur Research Institute at eet 
Coimbatore Agricultural University, the In : a 
Red Cross Society and also made ale 
contributions to a few industries in Orissa fe 
founded by the political colossus of wae 
late Shri Biju Patnaik. Interestingly, wee ail 
Biju Patnaik was interned in the sae “dit 
during British Rule, Shri Krushna mie 
Gajapathi is on record to have negotiater nds 
H.E. Lord Wavell for his close family unit 
speedy release. The indebted Shri Biju sd on, 
graciously returned the compliments mri d 
by declaring in the year 1992 the pote th 
the new Gajapathi district, in memory ture 
name of his mentor, who in fact, had vane 
Shri Biju Patnaik since childhood. arte 
of Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi sr in the 
Several Boards of corporate institution ia 
country. He was the hereditary trustee a pose 
religious temples and institutions, vO is? 
Management and maintenance he © b 
Special care. His birth anniversary iS _ iss” 
On the 26th April every year through” onl 
State, with much devotion and tr g gloly: 
fervour. As the pinnacle of posthumow°" ie 

© was befittingly honoured : his 
Government of India, ms issu? 
commemorative postage stamp 1992: 
during his birth centenary year in f 


rated 


-athi 
Shri Krushna Chandra Gajape"? aa! 
Married and his consort, the late an 
hailed from the Raj parivar of Khas ner” 
Were blessed with two sons and two mor" 
all of whom, alas, are no more. Tg ia 
Words "the old order changeth, yiel ue BH 
'© New" could not have been more aja ail” 
eldest son, late Shri Ram Chandra ndi wei 
the former Yuvaraj of Parlakhem"! with ‘ft 
keen sportsman and an ace marksim! ale a 
tifles and Shot-gun. His younget ber for™ 
Madhay Sunder Gajapathi, ™ 4 


wy 
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Rajkumar of Parlakhemundi, a graduate from 
Madras University, was a reputed sportsman 
and had the distinction of representing India 
in the game of golf. 


Ultimately, death snatched away a 
worthy son of Orissa and Sri Krushna Chandra 
Gajapathi passed away very peacefully on the 
25th May, 1974 at the age of 82, leaving behind 
numerous relatives, friends, admirers and well- 
wishers to mourn his irrepairable loss. He was 
accorded a state funeral by the Government 
of Orissa and was cremated with full honours 
at Parlakhemundi, popularly referred to as the 
Palace Town. In accordance with the Law of 
Primogeniture, he was succeeded by his eldest 
grandson, Shri Gopi Nath-Gajapathi, a 
Chemical Engineer and a Member of 
Parliament from the Berhampur Constituency 


——y ie, 9 
ma ts, d 
SM iarvermerenrnerncs te ag 


Se 


Maharaja Shri Gopinath Gajapathi, 
Shri P.K. Panda; Collector, 


former M.P., Shri Trinath Sahu, M.L.A. and 
Gajapati at the samadhi of Maharaja Shri Krushna 
Chandra Gajapathi at Paralakhemundi. 


Cis > 


for the past two consecutive terms of the Lok 
Sabha. 


Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi 
played a vital role in the unification of Oriya- 
speaking areas and formation of the State of 
Orissa. No wonder, more than 30 million | 
people of present Orissa State have a strong | 
emotional attachment with their beloved 
Maharaja. Thus, the name of late Shri Krushna 
Chandra Gajapathi, the pride of Orissa, will 
live on, not only deep in the hearts of his 
people, but also to inspire for ever the future 
generations, beyond slightest doubt. 


ee 
Gopi Nath Gajapathi, former MP, is the grandson of 
Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi, former Maharaja of 
Paralakhemundi. He lives at Gajapathi palace, 
Paralakhemundi-761200. 
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Chandan Yatra of Puri 


Several festivals are observed throughout the 
year in the holy town of Puri, the city of Lord 
Jagannath. It is said that dwadasa Yatras or 
twelve festivals are observed in the temple of 
Lord Jagannath. But in actual practice, the 
number is more than that. Some scholars 
observe that at least sixty two festivals are 
observed in the temple. While some of these 
festivals are customary, some others are 
elaborate. Chandan yatra is festival which 
attracts devotees from different Parts of the 
country. Andrew stirling, who visited Puri, in 
the early part of the nineteenth century, has 
described this festival as "a picturesque boat 
Procession of the gods about Easter on the 
sacred lake." Chandan festival is celebrated 
either in the month of Baisakh or in Jyestha, 
according to the lunar calendar, corresponding 
to April-May. The festival continues for a 
period of 21 days beginning with the 3rd day 
of the bright fortnight in Baisakh and ending 


with the eighth day of the dark fortnight in 
Jyestha. 


Chandan Yatra is so called, because 
chandan or sandalwood paste is smeared on 
the deities during this festival. It is also called 
Gandhalepana Yatra. The‘site of the festival 
is a large tank called Narendra Pokhari which 
is at a distance of about ! km to north of the 
temple of Lord Jagannath. On the 20th day, 
Bhaunri is held and on the last day, the ritual 
is slightly different from that of the other days, 
This total period of twenty-one days is referred 
to as Bahar Chandan, as during these days, 


Lokanath Panda 


the deities come out of the temple apg 
After the first spell of 21 days, next spell M 
the festival extending over a period of ane 
21 days is held at a place called ve 
mandap inside the temple premises. aT he 
known as Bhitar Chandan. The last day or ht 
festival is the 14th day of the bright fortnig” 
in the month of Jvestha, the day preceding 
Debasnana Purnima, the full moon day, 
the deities enjoy a complete bath. 


The festival begins on the 3rd day 
bright fortnight in Baisakh, which is oA id 
Akshyay Tritiya. It has been mention® the 
various religious texts that donations in = 
form of gold and silver ornaments, pn 
other food materials, especially ghee, are sted 
‘o pious.Brahmins. Since this Akshyay 77! 
falls in the hot summer season, the ee 
Brahmins and pious people are also of wea 
Materials suitable for the season inkS- 
umbrellas, fans, Water-pots, and cold oe 
Sandal wood paste, which has a cooling © this 
on the body, is smeared on the body. oe 
day, not only the wooden images of rd 
Jagannath, Goddess Subhadra and tallic 
Balabhadra, but also those of the arn 
images of Lord Madan Mohan, Lord ess 
Krushna, Goddess Lakshmi and G° aste- 
Saraswati are treated with sandal-wood iG 
pe _ 


Large quantities of sandal-wooeP ig 
is supplied by Ghatuari, the aye 
concerned; on the day preceding AMT is 
Tritiya, in the bhogamandap, this P™ 


- 
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mixed with incenses such as aguru, kasturi, 
karpura, etc. Raghabadasa Matha supplies 
certain quantity of scented sandal wood paste 
for this purpose and this is also kept in the 
same room. The Pujapanda performs 
‘Adhibasa,' the ritual of purification of the 
scented sandalwood paste. The doors of 
bhogamandap are then closed, till the next 
morning. The ‘lenka' or the watchmankeeps a 
watch over these materials. 


On the day of Akshyaya Tritiya, all the 
deities take a bath. After this ceremonial 
mahasnana, the sandalwood paste kept in 
bhogamandap is carried in several containers 
by servitors in a procession accompanied with 
musical instruments and divine insignia. The 
procession moves round the temple thre¢ times 
and comes to ratna sinhasana. After the 
sandal wood paste is placed on the simhasana, 
the front is cleaned and some light food is 
offered to each of the wooden deities amid a 
worship in five upacharas. Then the deities 
are dressed afresh and decorated with various 
floral and golden ornaments. The sandalwood 
paste placed on the simhasana is applied to 
the deities. The front is again cleaned and the 
food materials meant for mid-day meals are 
carried to the spot in a procession. The deities 
of Madan Mohan and Ramakrushna on the 
dakshina ghar are also smeared with 
Sandalwood paste and offered food. The 
images are carried to the ratna simhasana and 
installed at appropriate places. Then the food 
meant for mid-day dhup is offered to the deities 
and Puja is offered with sixteen upacharas. 
After the space is cleaned, all the deities are 
welcomed with bandapana. After recelving 
ajnamala or the divine command, all the 
Metallic deities are carried to the specified 
Place near jhulan mandap and seated in their 
respective vehicles. While Madan Mohan, a 
two-armed Krushna image holding a flute and 
representing Jagannath, is seated on a viman, 
a chariot carried uit human shoulders, along 


with Laksmi (Sridebi) and Saraswati (Bhudebi 
or Dhara or Biswadhatri). Rama and Krushna 
are placed on a palanquin. The vimana and 
the palinki (palanquin) are carried by 
respective vimana badus, specific sevakas, to 
the Narendra Tank along the Lions Gate, 
Grand Road and Jagannath Ballabh Math in a 
grand procession. It gives immense pleasure 
to devotees accompanying the deities from the 
temple to the Narendra Tank, chanting 
devotional songs, strotras and sacred names. 
Large-size open sheds are erected on the way 
at strategic places, where the viman and the 
palinki are stationed for a while for the rest of 
the deities. These sheds are beautifully 
decorated with various auspicious materials, 
especially fruits and different leaves and fitted 
with open gates. The deities are offered light 
food at several places on the way. The metallic 
images of Lord Shiva representing five chief 
linga deities, known as Pancha Pandabs -- Sri 
Lokanath, Sri Yameswar, Sri Kapala Mochana, 
Sri Markandeswar and Sri Nilakantheswar -- 
also accompany the viman and palinki in their 
separate vimanas. Previously Devadasis used 
to sing and dance in a boat during this period: 
but now prActice is discontinued. 


Two chapas or boat-houses are 
prepared and kept in the tank, each by joining 
two boats together and erecting a wooden 
structure-over them. The structure is divided 
into two parts, the front roof is flat-shaped and 
the rear has a pyramidal structure. A wooden 
pavillion is installed in the rear part of each 
chapa, where the deities are seated. These 
chapas are beautifully decorated with silken 
clothes tailored skillfully to cover the frame 
and are filled with various auspicious designs 
and flags. While the first chapa is wrapped 
with clothes of red colour, the second one is 
covered in white. The images of Rama and 
Krushna alongwith those of Pancha Pandabas 
are seated in the first chapa; in the second one 
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the images of Madan Mohan, Lakshmi and 
Saraswati are seated. 


The deities then arrive at the chakada 
or the open space in front of the tank, where 
plain water mixed with camphor is offered to 
them. Then they are carried to their respective 
chapas. After a few rituals are observed the 
chapas are rowed in the tank. When the chapas 
reach the starting point, the deities Rama and 
Krushna are carried from the first chapa to 
the second one. All the deities are now are 
welcomed with a bandapana and the service 
of chamara alata is offered. Then the deities 
are carried to the Chandan Ghar, popularly 
called jagati, a structure inside the tank a large 


room, a kitchen, two bath-rooms and a 
spacious verandah. 


There are kundas in the Chandan 
Ghar; all the deities take bath in their 
Tespective kundas, where scented sandal wood 
paste is mixed with the water. After taking a 
dip in the scented water, the images of Rama 
and Krushna are carried to the 
where they join Madan Mohan, 
Saraswati. All the deities are 
decorated with garlands. Then a 
offered to them, after which they 
with gold ornaments. The deiti 
puja; a special sweet dish ca 
prepared in the adjoining kitc 
to them, and it is fo 
betel leaves. The di 
their respective ch 


central hall, 
Lakshmi and 
dressed and 
light food is 
are bedecked 
€s are offered 
led mandua, 
hen, is offered 
llowed by an Offering of 
eities are again Carried to 


Ceremonies also tak i 
e pl 
temple of Lord Jaga cence 


cotton dresses, along with flowers a 
camphor and are served with alata at 
the specific servitors. A lady singe 
devotional songs at that time at the Kal “lat 
gate. This particular ritual is called ala ie 
Which is performed only once on the firs 
and twice on the rest of 41 days. 


The Bhaunri on the twentieth on 
an important day during the festival, for “e 
the tank as well as the Chandan Ghar are on 
decorated. On that day, during the ais 
cruise called ratri chapa, the chaps a 
several rounds. On the 21st day, the oes 
performed only once after which if meric 
play with coloured water made of tu! 
the ritual known as haldipani. 


vil 
stiv 
The second phase of the . pile 


known as Bhitar Chandan begins ial 
smearing of sandalwood paste and 4 alli¢ 
Continues for the wooden images; bie 
images of Lord Madan Mohan, g ried 
Lakshmi and Goddess Saraswati ni: ofl!) 
to the jalakrida mandap in a paland 6 dat 
on 4 occasions, i.e., the 11th day ays 

fortnight of Jyestha, the new a: da of 
6th day of bright fortnight and the onth- s 
bright fortnight of the same ie dl 
consecrated cistern or kunda in ne i 
mandap is kept filled with water | 

arrival of the deities and scented W! offe 


: ee 0 
and incenses. The deities are als 
Sweet drink. 
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quantity of scented sandalw0° 
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be applied on the body of the deities and the 
paste should be well-prepared and consecrated 
in the previous day. Maguni Pathi's Yatra 
Bhagabata for the first time has made a 
mention of Nabakrida, a boat drive for 21 days 
ina tank, without mentioning the name of the 
tank. Interestingly, in Yatra Bhagabata, the 
images partaking Chandan Yatra are only 
those of Radha-Krushna. Reference of the five 
Siva images is not there. Such a reference is 
not available in Bamadeba Sanhita, another 
Sanskrit text of later origin although it says 
that the metallic images of Krushna, Rama, 
Lakshmi and Prithvi partake in the festival for 
21 days under the command of the wooden 
images. Niladri Mahodaya, however, gives the 
details about the rituals. . 


The first day of the festival has been 
described as very auspicious and the sanctity 
of this day has been eulogised in high terms 
in several religious texts such as Brahma 
Purana, Agni Purana, Matsya Purana, 
Bhavisya Purana, and Padma Purana. It is 
believed that on this day, the heavenly river 
Ganga had descended from heaven and started 
flowing on the earth. Matsya Purana says that 
Lord Vishnu had produced yava (barley) on 
this day, for which donation of yava grains to 
Brahmins and saints on this day brings 
Prosperity to the donor. It has also been 
Prescribed in various texts that one gets divine 
blessing by taking a bath in the holy river, 
Ganga. 
nt activities 


f importa 
A. sabe OF y Tritiya. In 


commence on the day of Aksha 


Puri, construction of the cars for the Car 
Festival commences this day. Cultivators start 
sowing seeds in their fields this day for the 
annual crops. This year, Akshay Tritiya has 
been declared as the Krushak Divas. 
Philanthropic and social organisations start 
their programmes on this auspicious day. 


Of all offerings, that of sandal-wood 
paste on the Akshyay Tritiya day is considered 
most pious. On this day, chandan is applied 
to all Vishnu images. Even, on the Ist day of 
dark fortnight of Chaitra(March-April), a 
symbolic ritual marking the beginning of the 
Chandan festival, takes place in Narendra 
Tank. Chandan Yatra symbolises the much 
needed cooling treatment during the hot 
summer. The season of festivals continues in 
the holy city of Puri, culminating in the world 
famous Car Festival of Lord Jagannath. 
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Lord Buddha and Orissa 


7 ) 
Hemanta Kumar Sahoo 


Emperor Ashoka made Significant 
contributions to the spread of Buddhism in 
India and abroad. Since Ashoka's embracing 
. Buddhism is inextricably linked with Kalinga 
war, the then Kalinga certainly played a vital 
role in the progagation of the religion. It was 
at Dhauli on the outskirts of Bhubaneswar that 


the Kalinga war was fought and won by 
Ashoka, 


State Archaeology. Excavations have ele 
discovery of several monasteries itr 
The Chinese traveller, Hiuen Tsang visited a 
city in 7th century A.D. and made a se a 
of a stupa here. The stupa dug out in Deo 
Dongar is believed to have been monster 
in two successive periods. People believe: 
contained "ash relics" the Buddha. The ie 
; of Maraguda was known to have ne 
ga war changed constructed by the traders who passed a aha 
Chandasoka was this dense jungle route. A Muchalinda ee site- 
and a new era of image has also been recovered from this ate 
Muchalinda was a naga king Me si 

This war changed the course of human sas Lord Buddha from a eee the 
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‘ int 
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further research, possible with the 
involvement of Buddhist agencies like 
Mahabodhi Society may lead to important 
findings. The beautiful Maraguda valley must 
have provided the right kind of atmosphre for 
the nourishment of Buddhism. Even Hiuen 
Tsang, who visited the place in the first half 
of the 7th century A.D., made a mention of 
the existence of 100 Buddhist monasteries and 
about 10,000 followers of Mahajan Buddhism. 
He refers to an old monastery with an Asokan 
Tope which perhaps represents the same 
excavated stupa of Deol, Dongar. 
Archaeological excavations have also brought 
to light many new aspects of Vajrajana, 
Kalachakrajana, Tantrajana and Sahajajana. In 
fact, this region is the cradle of Buddhism of 
Orissa. Great Buddhist luminaries like 
Nagarjuna, Aswaghosa, Jalendra, Indrabhuti 
and Laxmikera, who have contributed 
Significantly to the Buddhist culture, also 
flourished in this part of the country. 

The Buddhist complex at Lalitgiri was 
One of the foremost centres of Buddhism. 
Hiuen Tsang visited the centre in the first half 
of the seventh century. This Buddist centre fell 
a prey to the ravages of time. In 1876, John 
Beames stumbled upon the ruins of a Buddhist 
monastery there. Excavation conducted later 
reveal architectural marvels, which speak 
volumes of the influence of Buddhism in this 
Part of Orissa. 

Orissa is intimately associated with 
Buddhism in the sphere of the Buddhist art 
and architecture. The story of Gautam 
Buddha's birth has been depicted at Dhauli 
near Bhubaneswar. It is believed that the 


Buddha had entered his mother's womb as a 
beautiful white elephant. The forepart of the 
well-modelled elephant made of solid rock 
above the Asokan inscription at Dhauli 
represents this incident. The colossal Sivalinga 
enshrined in the Bhaskareswar temple of 
Bhubaneswar has been identified as an Asokan 
pillar. Several pieces of sculpture such as the 
immages of the Buddha, Dhyani Buddha, 
Avalokitesvara, Tara, Vajrapani, Maitreya, 
Manjusri, Jambala, Heruka, Yamari and 
Aparajita etc., found at different places of 
Orissa speak volumes of Buddhism in Orissa. 


In literature, Jnanasiddhi of Siddha 
Indrabhuti, King of Sambala, which may be 
identified as Sambalpur, occupies an 
important place, blending Buddhism with the 
Jagannath cult. An invocatory verse begins 
with an invocation to Lord Jagannath: 
Pranipatya Jagannatham  Sarvajina 
Varavchitam Sarvam Buddhamayam Siddhi 
Vyapinam Gaganopamam. In course of time 
Lord Buddha has been incorporated into the 
Jagannath cult. The Buddha has been regarded 
as an incarnation of Lord Jagannath. It 
establishes the assimilation of Buddism into 
the Jagannath cult. Orissa's association with 
Lord Buddha is therefore beyond any doubt. 
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Dr BR. Ambedkar : A Tribute 


Dr B.R.Ambedkar, played a vital role in 
shaping the modern Indian society. He had 
realised that no society could prosper and no 
nation could achieve progress if it is divided 
and subdivided by castes and classes. There 
would be social injustice if people belonging 
to one caste condemned the people belonging 
to another caste as "untouchables." Ambedkar 
tried to remove untouchability in order to 


establish a new social order ‘based on the 
principle of equality. 


Baba Saheb was born on 14th April 
1891 at Ambadabe in the district of Ratnagiri 
in Maharastra. His father's name was Ramji 
Maloni Sankpal, and his mother was Bhima 
Bai. They belonged to Mahar caste, which was 
considered untouchable. At the age of 14, he 
married Rama Bai. He passed Matriculation 


_inthe year 1908 from Elifinstone High School, 
Bombay and completed his graduation in the 
year 1912 from Elifinstone College, Bombay. 
His family condition compelled him to take 
up a job. 


der the Maharaja 
ut a change in his 
he could win over 


C2>- 
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degree. He returned to India, join rtant 


Secretary," which was an res 
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he belonged to a lower caste. He er made 
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reading in the British Library, LO”, ga 
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determined to fight this social evil. Those days 
untouchables were prevented to use the water 
of the village tank or well, which were used 
by the people belonging to higher castes. As 
water is the gift of God, everyone has got the 
right to use it. This brought about a distinct 
change in society. 


Dr. Ambedkar felt that untouchability 
is acurse to the society. The untouchables have 
every right to offer worship to God. Temples 
should be opened for them. He wondered what 
was the fault of a man in touching another man. 
He knew that for sound democracy, there 
should not be any discrimination between 
Castes, 


In 1927, the Hindu Samaj organised a 
conference. It was declared that there should 
Not be any discrimination between higher 
castes and lower castes. Emphasis was laid on 
On the right to enter the temple and worship 
god, to provide equal job opportunities in 
Police and Armed forces, justice to the 
distressed untouchables, and opportunities to 
Participate in Legislative Assembly. 

In 1928, Dr Ambedkar joined the 
Bombay Law College as a Professor and later 
he became its Principal. During 
the British Government invited In 
leaders to discuss various aspects of Ind 
problems at the Round Table Conference. 
Gandhiji also participated in the conference. 
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar vehemently criticised the 
British Government and their policy. He said 
that the Government failed to solve the 
problems of weaker sections. Untouchables 
failed to get justice and equal opportunity. 


that period, 
dian national 
ia's 


Mahatma Gandhi supported 
Ambedkar's views on eradication of 
untouchability. In 1930, the second Round 
Table Conference was held, in which Dr. 
Ambedkar demanded separate constituency 
for the untouchables. 


Dr B.R. Ambedkar played a 
significant role in drafting the Constitution of 
India. He chaired its drafting committee. He 
became the Minister for Law in free India. We 
remember him for the significant role he 
played in the framing of the Indian 
Constitution, which is one of the largest 
Constitutions in the world. India is a multi- 
lingual, multi-cultural and multi-religious 
country. The founding fathers adopted the 
Parliamentary form of Government where the 
State guarantees fundamental rights to every 
citizen, by providing equal opportunities to all. 
It aims at securing socio-economic justice for 
the individual; removing hunger, insecurity, 
unemployment, discrimination and 
oppression. 


Dr B.R. Ambedkar was attracted to 
wards Buddhism; he attended the Buddhist 
conference held in SriLanka. He was 
nominated to Rajya Sabha in the year 1952. 
This great reformer passed away on 6th 
December 1956, but his memory lingers in the 
hearts of millions. In recognition of his 
services, Government of India conferred on 
him Bharat Ratna posthumously. People will 
always remember him for his contributions to 
the Indian society. 
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Duty of An Indian Christian 


In the year 1915, Madhusu 


the Second Session. The fo 
him. 


ility in terms of 


Man is born an 
lump of selfishness, Th 
but of itself. The chi] 
absolute a 
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dan attended the All-India Christian Conference hk 
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Madhusudan Das 
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0 sacrifice his own comforts, to secu 
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Proportionate development of the ee 
Principle in man till the altruistic prim*. 
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The nation is more selfish than a child. 
This is the teaching of history and our personal 
observation. In the case of a child, there is hope 
of correction. In the case of nation, there is no 
hope. One who wishes to serve a nation will 
have to serve the most selfish and 
unreasonable constituency. We know, every 
Englishman claims Milton and Shakespeare 
as his nation's poets. We Indians say Kalidas 
Was our national poet. Bengalees heap glory 
on Michael Madhusudan. Did the nation do 
anything to make them comfortable ? Where 
was the Bengalee nation when Michael died 
ina hospital and had a pauper's burial ? The 


Nation does nothing for its man and yet claims - 


him as if it were his parents. If you have a 
Child and you have a great faith in his future 
Judging from his intelligence and if you go 
round and tell your neighbours that you have 
Sot a very promising child and you ask them 
‘o bear the expenses of his education, I can 
assure you that you will not get any money 
but the character of a fool, but let your child 
8Tow a useful man, you will be ignored and 
the nation will say that child is theirs. So I say 
4 nation is most unreasonable in its demand, 
Most selfish and to any one who is anx1ous 
and desirous of serving a nation I say "Do not 
expect any credit for what you have done for 
the nation. Be prepared to do all you can but 
do not expect any credit. Be merged in the 
nation, be lost in the nation. You can have no 
independent individual life without the nation 
but your life must belong to the nation. I see 
the river Ganga there. It has been winding 1ts 
Course for hundreds of miles receiving worship 
and homage from millions of Hindus. That is 
the individual homage. The river goes On 
Winding its course and it falls into the ocean 
Which is the picture of the nation. It loses 11s 
individuality when it joins the sea. There 1s 
no Ganga or Yamuna there. The homage paid 
‘0 Ganga and Yan:una is no more to be paid 
there. If you want to increase the power of the 


nation, lose your individuality. Then you will 
see the power of the nation rise in waves. You 
may be lost but you have actually contributed 
to the power, to the durability and to the glory 
of your nation." 


India represents the East and England 
the West. The two countries represent two 
different types of civilisation, the result of the 
environments of life in the two countries. In 
India man saw the rising sun, the glorious sky, 
beautiful streams rippling along the way the 
shining moon reflects on the streams and the 
sea. Man found nature beautiful and in his 
primitive stage he thought nature was his 
mother, a loving mother, a kind mother. Man 
argues, "If I have such a kind mother in nature, 
how kind and how loving must be the creator 
of Universe." What was the result ? The result 
was the Oriental culture and development of 
the spiritual element in man. Man has two 
elements —the spiritual and the physical. In 
England man saw what ? The clouds hid the 
face of the sun, the chill wind threatened to 
kill him, the sea rolled and threatened to drown 
him. He looked up to nature and declared 
"Thou art my worst enemy. I will fight with 
thee and conquer thee, for without conquering 
thee I can not live." So there man set about 
fighting with nature whereas in India man 
worshipped nature. The result of this has been 
that while in India you find the culture of 
religion, philosophy and poetry; in England 
and Europe you find the culture and cultivation 
of sciences and what is science but the 
conquest of nature by man so that nature might 
contribute towards his comfort. 


Two opposite types of civilisations 
have met at a considerable degree in the Indian 
Christian community. The Christians will have 
to determine what should be their attitude to 
their non-Christian brethren in India. The 
Indian Christians have within them an Oriental 
nature that is the basis of their national 
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character. That nature gives attention to the 
cultivation of culture of the spiritual nature 
whereas West gives prominence to the 
Physical part of human nature. Shall we allow 
the Western Civilisation to swamp the type of 
civilisation which is natural with us or shall 
we simply graft the West on the East. In this 
country mango grafting is very common. There 
is a seedling and to the seedling is engrafted 
the branch of a foreign tree. There is an object 
in choosing a seedling. Because it is 
indigenous it soon grows healthy in this 
climate, it draws nourishment from its native 
soil and then feeds the foreign branch 
engrafted on it. Reverse the process and the 
result will be the most unsatisfactory. So unless 
we keep our oriental nature and engraft on it 
the western type of civilisation (which we must 
adopt under the peculiar condition of our 
present life) the result to the country cannot 
be satisfactory. We have our nation's history, 
the glorious achievements of our ancestors and 
our traditions. These are the nourishments 
which will feed our life. Our oriental nature 


will draw nourishment from all these and feed 


itself as well as the foreign branch which is 
engrafted. 


"Christian", the word denotes one who 
finds his ideal of life in Christ. I am talking 
purely like a layman which I am. What is the 
most prominent fact in Christ's life ? The thing 
that impressed me most forcibly when I was a 
Hindu and induced me to embrace 
was the prayer : 
know not what 


Christianity 
"Father forgive them, for they 
they do" uttered by Jesus at 
the time of his crucification, It struck me that 
human nature could not rise hi 

I could not have a better ideal .... What these 
words mean ? These words are to me (as they 
ought to be to everybody else who tries to 


gher than that. 


understand them) the trumpet proclaiming to 
the world the complete subordination of the 
physical element in man to his spiritual nature, 
if I may use such an expression. The West has 
all along been taught to value the material parts 
of human nature. When East and West met 
nineteen hundred years ago and the teachings 
of Christ went to Europe, Europe resisted It 
But for Christ Europe would have been : 
barbarous country. The East teaches, "Let oe 
die for the happiness of others." We are ne : 
and we must side with those who stand ‘d 
morality, religion and righteousness an 
spiritual advancement. 


is your position ?" Everyone has a partic ‘ 
place in the nation, I do not believe that ! dt 
sent by God without having a particular ae 
in a nation assigned to me. It is for “ in 
individual to find out his duty. Every how 
the building fills a place and you can tell 
much weight it holds. Such is the cas¢ ou 
every one of us. Find your place and take if 
stand there. It does not matter what the W s in 
thinks of you or says to you. When : gs ent 
my mother's womb and drew nourish 
from my mother's blood I did not tio" 
anything of this world. I had no ene 
with the external world and when death - out 
and I close my eyes I shall be living but oe my 
any connection with the world ...- on 
relation with the world ceases I shall joe t that 
with my conscience and my God and mie 
time God says -- "Thou hast done thy me: 
Ido not care what the world thinks 


Source: Madhusudan Das, The Man and nis 1998 


1a Os, 
Ed. D.K Dash, Pragati Utkal Sangha, Rou xy 
PP. 211-215. Rpt. Utkal Gourav Madhus? 46.7 


Bhubaneswar: Inf. & PR. Department, 1999 ef 
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Reminiscences of My Childhood 


I cannot say how happy my childhood was; 
but I recall many incidents of those days. My 
experiences do not provide me with any 
material to write an account of my life. My 
life would have lost itself in anonymity and 
listlessness; but the seed of a peepal tree came 
floating in the wind and fell into a crevice in 
my roof and grew into a tree. The old roof is 
leaking at a hundred places; but the tree had 
been growing slowly and steadily. He, who has 
created it, alone knows how it gathers sap from 
the roof. 


Who knows, how the creator sowed a 
handful of seeds of knowledge in the desert 
of my heart ? The sight of the peepal tree on 
the roof amazed me and stirred my imagination 
to construct one sentence after another. When 
one sits to write about oneself, several other 
people naturally find their way into the story. 
Those, who are extremely careful, can distance 
themselves from others and write only about 
themselves; they thus display strength, courage 
and power. But is writing one's life-story an 
expression of one's power and courage In 
words ? lam going to write about myself ay 
to record my deeds. What work have I done ! 
Modern writers of autobiographies express 
themselves in such a skilful manner that they 
enable readers to imagine SO many things as 
they go through those works. I feel eno to 
see the bud of my creativity bloom. But goea 
can it be possible ? Our forefathers have 
breathed mantras into the ears of their sons, 
which enjoin them to achieve success 1n their 


cs “si 


Sitadevi Khadanga 
Translated by Arun Kumar Mohanty 


creative endeavours. However, our mothers 
and aunts have trained us, women, to cook. 
Our time from leaving the bed in the morning 
to going to bed at night, is spent entirely in 
cooking, making pickles, giving a coat of 
cowdung to the walls and verandahs and even 
the cowsheds. Of course, this is how the world 
used to be when I was a child. 


Women of this age, after passing from 
schools and colleges, have been able to earn 
money; but they have not succeeded in 
achieving the same status as men. It cannot be 
said that no one at all has succeeded; but surely 
their number is but a handful. Someone 
somewhere must have succeeded. 


Iam a woman. I had left my childhood, 
even youth behind by the time India attained 
independence. 


My father, Harihar Panda, was born in 
the village Mandar near Bhanjanagar in the 
year, 1866. My grandfather's name was Braja 
Sundar Panda. They were six brothers and 
cousins, all of whom lived in an undivided 
family. They were very prosperous. My father 
was the first advocate in Ganjam district and 
he had made a name for himself in his 
profession. The village Mandar was located 
in Ghumsur taluk in Ganjam. In the last 
hundred years, no one from that village has 
received an English education and become an 
advocate or a Magistrate. The Almighty alone 
knows, how the idea occurred to my father. I 
don't know, how much education he had 


“Same cart. His life history ended th 
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received in the village chatsali; but I know 
that, at the age of eighteen, he had left Mandar 


and stayed for a few years in Aska to pursue 
his studies there. 


My father's elder sister was living in 
the village Nalabanta near Aska; probably she 
was loving there with her husband and in-laws. 
Mandar was near Bhan anagar, and Nalabanta 
near Aska. Times were Strange those days. Her 
hushand died when he was only thirty-two. Her 
name was Heera. She looked beautiful even 
in her widowhood. She must ha 
beautiful woman when she w 
husband was poor, and he made 
and selling rice. He would buy 
of rice from Aska to sell it in 
would earn a profit of five to 5 
cart load. Cholera was a kill 
days. Heera aunt's husband would start with 
the cart from Nalabanta in the evening. He was 
expected to arrive at Berhampur the next 
evening. He would fetch water from a pond 
and cook his food under a tree by the road side. 
He would also feed the bullocks . He went 
down with cholera during one such trip. The 
cart drivers brought home his deadbody in the 


ere. 


ve been a very 
as young. Her 
aliving buying 
two cart-loads 
Berhampur and 
even rupees per 
er disease those 


Heera aunt had twos 


ons. Both of them 
were. very handsome t 


than Akul." 


The Panda family of Ma 


y for their great Prosperit 
They would feed thousands ete 


of brahmins on 
sraddha, Shanti, thread and Marri 


Ndar was 


My grandfather, Braja Sundar Panda had bad 
brothers and cousins. Of them, I remember 
Dharma Panda and Basudev Panda. The names 
of the others I cannot recall now. Each of the 
three brothers of the previous generation had 
two children. I have also heard that my 
grandfather was a courtier in the court of the 
Bhanja king. His brother, Basudev Panda i 
always busy with court cases. He would len 
money and grain to poor farmers and ean 
at a high rate of interest when they were har 
up, and later, grab their land with the help of 4 
lawyer. 

Basudev Panda was impressed by A 
clout of lawyers in Aska and Berhampur rth 
planned to train someone in the family as? 
lawyer in order to increase the wealth, org 
and influence of his family. With this in mn’ 


: lish 
he had sent my father to receive an Eng 
education. 


T started to write why I am a 
about my life and felt the necessity to W" 
about my father, How could I know about i, 
father 2 To be able to write about that, 1" 
to Heera aunt and then to Basudey Panda- 


My Heera aunt assumes so ca i 
as she narrates the story of our family, fi is 
smiling and now shedding tears. My ye 
agitated by the memory of incidents, na 
had taken Place sixty years ago. Heel n 
pervades my body and mind taking ® g 
million shapes. After so many days fam dead: 
to bring her back from the world of the ee 
The daughter of such a rich father ! AUN at 
he was a wealthy man in the locality. ® red 
did he give even abharan of rice of 4 Oat? 
Tupees to his daughter, In her in-law's f@ is 
there were her husband's elder brother ye and 
Wife. They too made a living, buy ect? 
selling rice, Moong and black gram. If nt? 
aunt spent six months with them, she Sa 
year or two in her parent's house in Ma" 


ca 
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While talking about herself, Heera aunt 
also narrated stories of the lives of her father, 
grandfather, uncles and aunts. My 
grandfather's father had a number of daughters, 
about four to six. Their parents had married 
them all into poor families. Their husbands 
came to their father-in-law to work as cooks 
and to help him with cultivation. The old man 
would go to other villages to supervise farming 
and his son-in-law would do the cooking for 
him. The father-in-law would measure the rice 
before giving it to the son-in-law to cook. He 
would count the pieces of fish. While taking 
food, he would say, "Rath, there must be four 
More pieces of fish. Bring me two more." 
Feeling terribly hurt, the son-in-law would 
stomp to the kitchen, bring the curry and empty 
the container onto his father-in-law’s plate. 


Heera aunt narrated all these to me. I 


would listen to her, sitting close to her by the 
fireplace in winter evenings. My mother would 
sometimes interrupt us : “If you sit by the 
fireplace, talking what the cook will do !" My 
mother's anger made me go to sleep. lame 
would ask the cook guiltily, "Can I help ae 
Give me the vegetables. Let me chop them. 


The fourteen or fifteen year-old cook 
would say jokingly, "There is nothing left to 
chop now. I've already prepared a curry for the 
master, with two brinjals and a potato. Ma' had 
given a handful of dal to cook. Don't know 
who will get how much to eat.’ 


Sitting at the fireplace, I would listen 
to the conversation. I felt sorry for Heera are 
If one was poor, one had to endure so pie 
Parents of these girls would start giving oer 
advice, when they were only three salen 
They wished to get rid of them by giving o- 
away in marriage as early as possible. Te 
groom would arrive, borne in a palanqun 
there would be beating of drums and playing 
of pipes. The bride would go to her sore 
house. She would take only 4 couple of clothes 


: 


\ 


from her parent's house. She would also take 
with her a few pieces of turmeric and a few 
potfuls of sweets. She would go riding a 
bullock cart, and accompanied by a cousin. 


When I saw Heera aunt, she was 
already sixty and was still very beautiful. I 
could only imagine how beautiful she must 
have been when she was fourteen or fifteen. 
Why do I describe this aunt in such great detail 
? The reason is, the beginning of this story 
consists of what I have heard from her. The 
story of my father's family described here is a 
completely true narrative. 


First, I should write about the 
beginning of my father's life. Other 
unnecessary things may occur in the course of 
my narration. 


My eldest aunt was about ten years 
older than my father. I did not know her exact 
age. Heera aunt was followed by a son, my 
uncle, and four daughters. But this eldest aunt 
was not only good-looking, she was also soft- 
spoken and affectionate. If one looked at her 
face, one felt as if tears stood in her eyes. As 
if she was saying something in deep anguish. 


I have never heard my father speak to 
his elder sister, such a chaste widow. She 
would do everything for a handful of rice and 
stay in her brother's house for a couple of 
months. Those days a seer of rice cost only 
four paise. As far as Ican remember, a seer of 
ghee cost a rupee, and oil four annas. A bisa 


of brinjal sold for five to six paise. Even if 


things were so cheap, how reluctant these 
people were to feed one extra person ! So many 
‘things came from Mandar village: rice, moong, 
arhar, blackgram, mustard, and mangoes. But 
a daughter had no right at all over her parental 
property. 
Heera aunt's son, Akul would carry a 
bagful of rice, pass by the cremation ground 
on the other side of the river, Rusikulya. When 
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the time of his arrival drew closer, my aunt 
would take me to the steps near the river and 
fix her eyes on the road. Now I remember, how 
eagerly she told me, "Look, Baidehi (another 
name for Sita; she would not utter the name, 
since it was also her mother-in-law's name), 
my little one is coming !" Akul was about thirty 
then. He was so handsome that his lovely face 
and his tall lean figure walking across the 
sandy river-bed have remained indelibly 
etched in my mind. In the light of the setting 


sun in winter, he looked like an image made 
of gold. 


Carrying a bag of rice over his head 
he would pass through Aska bazar and enter 
our house through the front door. My mother 
talked shop to her nephew. But when it was 
time for meals, all kinds of difficulties arose, 
Heera aunt would go to the kitchen and plead 
with the cook, "Please start cooking parboiled 
rice and dal, My child has come. He will have 
something to eat before he learn." 


pillow. How I came by a pillow, I cannot He 
When Heera aunt or other aunts came, t | 
also stayed there. Now-a-days on a 
Haryana cows in rich families are far “re 
off than women who lived in those days es 
four aunts were named Heera, Mukta, Rata 
and Jema. When I was seven or see 
youngest aunt, Jema also became a widow: 


Today, in my last days their wee 
awakens me. Tears roll down from the sie 
Heera aunt. Her younger brother, such vit 
and wealthy man, had never spoken an + t0 
to her. Heera aunt was in no way i aie 
the great women in the puranas, et rem 
their character, and brought up their chi tha 
If the parents of girls like my Heera pane’, 
educated their daughters and had given lives 
in marriage to eligible candidates, the!" ave 
would have been so different. They only id 
them names such as Heera and Mukta, ‘sme! 
meant diamond and pearl. But these 


that 
er th 
were treated on if they were no bett 
The door and a large Window of our heaps of earth. ginal’ 

i i q, sitaey 
kitchen were on one side. A Small room to the Source of the Oriya original : Khadanga. cuttack* 
south served as the dining hall for the female “Mora Jiban Smruti." Sitadevi Granthavali- 
guests. Utensils, vegetables and 


Pickles, ete, 
ad been given a 
all of us finished 
cleaned, | Spread 
Cand go to sleep 
not do without a 


were stored there; the room h 
coat of coloured earth, After 
our meals and the room was 
amat and lay over it a quil 
there. I remember, I could 


la 


Cuttack Student's Store, 1978. pp.3-8. 
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Sitadevi Khadanga is a well-known Oriya 
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Balanced Fertiliser Use for Sustainable 
Agriculture 


Balanced use of fertilisers refers to application 
of all essential plant nutrients in optimum 
quantity in right proportion through correct 
‘method and time of application. Nutrient 
balancing is an important component of 
Sustainable agriculture which means to 
Maintain production at levels necessary to 
Meet the increasing aspirations of the 
expanding population without degrading the 
environment. 


1. Balanced use of Fertilisers : Reasons 


Balanced fertiliser use restores soil 


fertility, maintains good soil health, conserves 
the precious soil, increases land productivity 
and provides quality food. Ultimately balanced 
fertiliser application provides @ high benefit 
to cost ratio for maximum profit. Balanced 
nutrient supply ensures efficient use of all plant 
nutrients, native or applied. In the absence of 
any one of the essential plant nutrients in soil, 
Utilisation of other applied or native nutrients 
by crop is affected adversely. As for an 
example, excess use of nitrogen due to its low 
Price, there is increased depletion of 
phosphorus, thus causing fast appearance of 
P. deficiency. The same is true for other plant 
nutrients. 


i w 
Imbalance of nutrients cause lo 


5 0) 
nutrient use efficiency and produces lon ey 
ch the farmer gets a 


yields as a result of which m | for 
low profit. Once the critical eet € 
deficiency is reached in soil, yields = 
drastically reduced inspite of applying O" 
Nutrients in sufficient amounts. Thus the 


Cai 


S.K. Sahu 
S.C. Nayak 


importance of balanced fertiliser is highly 
realised. 


2. Ideal Ratio of Balanced Fertiliser 


The ideal ratio of NPK for grain based 
crops is taken as 4:2:1. Any deviation from 
this ratio makes imbalance use in NPK. Upto 
August 24, 1992 the ideal ratio of NPK was 
closely maintained. Since then the ratio was 
widened due to decontrol and removal of 
subsidies on P and K fertilisers and lowering 
the controlled price of urea by 10 per cent. 
Due to low consumption of P and K and liberal 
application of urea, the ratio of NPK from 
5.9:2.4:1 during 1991-92 has widened to 
9,9:2.9:1 during 1996-97. Although the NPK 
use ratio of 4:2:1 is taken as sacred, this does 
not indicate the absolute amount of plant 
nutrient. Because different crops need or 
remove nutrients from the soil in different 
proportions. As for example legumes require 
less amount of nitrogen and higher amount of 
phosphorus and root crops require equal 
amounts of N and’K. Thus the fertiliser ratio 
for legumes would be 1:2:2 and for root crops, 
2:1:2. The nutrient requirements of crops 
should be decided based on response of 
applied nutrients, their removal by crop harvest 
and giving due consideration to nutrient 
supplying status of the soil. 


3, Place of Secondary and Micronutrients 
in Balanced Fertiliser Use 


Applications of N, P and K nutrients 
at an ideal ratio do not always balance the 
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fertilisation programme. Removal of 
secondary and micronutrients along with the 
crop harvests without supplementing the loss, 
cause deficiency of these essential nutrients 
in soil. Use of chemically pure high analysis 
fertilisers and none or less use of organic 
manures over the years, are the two additional 
disadvantages for creating imbalance on 
fertilisation programme. Price hike on sulphur 
containing fertilisers such as single 
superphosphate, ammonium sulphate and 
sulphate of potash, has forced the farmers to 
use sulphur free NPK fertilisers, as a result of 
which there is wide spread of S deficiency in 
the country. Response of rice, wheat, maize 
and many other crops to application of zinc 
has been reported at many locations. Iron 
deficiency in upland rice, pearmillet and 
sorghum has been visualised. Boron nutrition 
of oil seed crops, vegetables and coconut have 
been established. Molybdnum requirement for 
legume crops in nitrogen fixation is well 
known. Acid soils are deficient with this 
nutrient. Ignore of these secondary and 
micronutrients for various cropping 
programmes would dramatically reduce the 
yield. Itis, therefore, essential to identify soils 
deficient in secondary and micronutrients and 
develop a balanced fertilisation programme to 
remove the yield limiting factors. 


4. Balancing Fertiliser Application through 
Soil Test 


2: Soil testing is an excellent tool of 
fertiliser application. Soil testing indicates the 


nutrient status of a soil rated as low, medium 
or high. The soil showing deficient in a 
particular major nutrient, the crop is fertilised 
by adding 25 per cent extra of this nutrient 
over the recommended dose and Opposite is 
the case under high soil test value. Under 
medium soil test, the farmer has to stick to the 
recommended fertiliser dose. Soil testing also 
to be extended for secondary and 


> 


micronutrients. Application of a slight excess 
of any micronutrient would ugect 
productivity of crop due to its toxicl i 
Secondary and micronutrient soil test siden? 

indicate the critical value of that particular 
nutrient, below or above which these nutrients 
would or would not be applied. Thus ee 
testing in a modest manner economis 


a gs ts 4 
fertiliser application and the farmet ge 
maximum profit. 


There are 497 soil testing laborator 
in the country, out of which 123 are yee 
These laboratories have capacities of analys! 
6.04 million soil samples per annum 


f this 
farmers should take the full advantages 2 
service. 


ted 
5. Balanced Fertiliser Vrs. Integr 
Nutrient Supply System ~ 


tem 
Integrated nutrient supply sys al 


(INSS) refers to the combined use of aie 
fertiliser, organic manure, green ene 
biofertilisers, that provides all the eg is, 
nutrients to crops in a balanced pet patt 
Chemical fertilisers, the most importa” This 
of INSS, act as a starter of plant nutrien'S thet 
cannot be fully substituted by 4°Y pment 
component of INSS. Initial plant establis i 
and its vigour are put up by strater 


ost 
: ba : co 
chemical fertiliser. Organic manures, 


fs0! 


and restores soil fertility whereas b!° is 
(Rhizobium, Azotobacter, Azospirillum” ent 
greet algae and Azolla N fixers) supP ict” 
plant nutrients. Phosphorus solubilisine nativ® 
organisms (PSM) solubilise inactive 
and applied phosphorus. Thus INS yo 
soil fertility, increases soil Pt” nS sil? 
ensures fertilisr economy and mainte! 
environment. 


? k is AS 
S.K. Sahu is Professor and S.C. Nay@" nist’? 
Professor, Department of Agricultural © 
Soil Science, Orissa University of AB” 
Technology, Bhubaneswar-751003- 
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Mass Rapid Transit System for 
Bhubaneswar-Cuttack 


To facilitate daily movement of lakhs of 
commuters, either for their livelihood or 
otherwise, the Mass Rapid Transit Systems 
(M.R.T.S.) have come into existence in 120 
urban centres of the world. These systems 
include several modes of transport such as the 
underground surface railways and elevated 
railways. The world's most important 
underground railway systems, usually called 
the metro or tube railways have been in 
London (1863), Moscow (1917), Toronto 
(1954), Chicago (1892), Sanfransisco (1972). 
New York (1904), Paris (1900), Boston (1897), 
Washington (1976) and Tokyo (1927). The 
Significance of these systems can easily be 
experienced during visit to such cities. The 
M.R.T.S. also has come to India first in 
Calcutta (1984) and later in Chennai (1997). 
Delhi will have it by 2005, where construction 
work has already started. 


By and large, these systems are viewed 
as Social Sector projects because they provide 
benefits to wider sections of the society and 
economy, i.e. by (i) creating 4 better 
environment, (ii) reducing congestion on the 
roads of the cities, (iii) speeding ye 
transportation of people, (iv) savIn& lakhs . 
man-days due to reduced journey time, o 
Saving in fuel costs (for example, in Delhi, ! 
is estimated that after the M.R.T.S. 15 
commissioned, about Rs.500 crores worth of 
fuel will be saved per year). (vi) travels are 
comfortable and safe for commuters (vii) 


pen 


D.K. Mohapatra 


reduce atmospheric pollution and accidents 
and not the least.(viii) improve the quality of 
life for the people. The start of M.R.T.S., 
however, requires protracted studies, 
collection and evaluation of data, mobilisation 
of funds, creation of an organisation, selection 
of rolling stock, plans and designs for 
construction etc., all taking several years to 
complete. 


For the metro railway in Calcutta, the 
preliminary studies were taken up in the early 
60's when it was estimated that it would cost 
Rs.1,706 cr. The actual construction work 
started in 1972 and the first phase from 
Esplanade to Bhawanipur (3.04 kms) was 
completed in 1984. The full length of Metro 
railway of 16.45 kms. in Calcutta was 
commissioned in 1995. The trains ply on it at 
intervals of 10 minutes during peak hours and 
15 minutes at other hours. Each train can carry 
2,558 passengers approximately per trip and 
the system has the capacity to carry about 5 
lakh passengers per day. The extension work 
of 8.45 kms of metro railway, i.e. from 
Tollygunj to Garia is now in progress and is 
estimated to cost additional Rs.696 cr. 


In Chennai, the construction of Ist 
phase of M.R.S.T. from Chennai Beach to 
Thirumylai, covering a distance of 8.55 kms 
was taken up in 1983-84 and it was 
commissioned in 1997 at a cost of Rs.260 cr, 
against estimated cost of Rs.53.46 cr. in 1980. 
In the first phase, this M.R.T.S. goes on the 
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surface for 2.75 kms and on elevated rail 
corridor for a length of 5.80 kms. There are 
two tracks for uninterrupted operation of train 
services between the terminal stations. The 
system like others can carry lakhs of 
passengers per day. In phase-II, the M.R.T.S. 
will be extended further, i.e. by another 10.6 
kms from Thirumylai to Velacherry at an 


additional cost of Rs.733 cr. and the work is 
in progress. 


In Delhi, the M.R.T.S. in the Ist phase 
will consist of 11.0 kms of metro railway, 
starting from Delhi University campus in the. 
north to Central Secretariat on the south and 
41.0 kms of surface and elevated rail corridor 
from Sahadara on the East to Barwala (28.0 
kms) and Trinagar to Nangloi (13.0 kms), both 
being on the West. About 4.5 lakh passengers 
will be able to travel by the metro railway and 
15 lakhs by the surface and elevated corridor. 
The estimated cost at 1996 prices for the metro 
(under ground) railway was Rs.2,318 cr and 
for the surface / elevated corridor was Rs.2,542 
cr but the total com 


pletion cost by 2005 is 
likely to go up to Rs.8,000 cr. For Delhi 
M.R.T.S., the studies were taken up in 198] 


but the project was actually started in 1999- 
2000 and it is expected that the 1st phase will 
be completed by 2005, The recommended 
network of the M.R.T.S. in Delhi will 
aggregate to 198.5 kms. to meet the projected 
traffic demand for the horizon year 2021. All 
these will show that for the start of MRTS, a 
lot of advance Studies, planning, resources 
Mobilisation, Creation of Suitable 
implementing agency, cooperation between 


State and Central Governments etc. are 
required. , 


It may be relevant here 

Bangkok Mass Transit System c Tee 
uilt by a Consortium of companies 

comprising of Siemens and Ital-Thai 4 

construction company of Thailand by availin g 


: : inancial 
loans from international and local ee 
ae : ; 
institutions on a non-recourse basis. It cons 


i : idor d ns 
of entirely elevated railway corridor and runs 


above the existing main roads the City for 
about 23 kms. (or 15 miles approximately) 
The System's two interconnected lines we 
carrying capacity of about 50,000 ‘amale 
per hour per direction. to complete the Lap 
it is expected that US $ 1.67 billion woule 
spent. The project is structured under a nie 
Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) conta 
contract executed with the Bang ai 
Metropolitan Authority. This project ee 
to be a highly visible component of the “1 
Government's commitment to open new bei 
of infrastructure development to the Pl 


“ jent 
: : : ficien 
Sector in order to give the public more ef 
services. 


“cities Of 
By 2050, in Orissa, the twin citle 


. as 
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack and aon te 
lying on National Highway No.5 se 
Major metropolis with a population © itd 
lakh. It may be even called Bhubanac’ 
The National Highway between Chan f 
and Khurda will be the main axis ° 
M.R.T.S for this metropolis of 2050: | 
West will be the Coal Fields of 1* wer 
Providing almost unending source ‘ a 
for this metropolis. To the East "sat 4 
Paradeep Port to serve as the nearest Picts 
entry and exit for produces and A said 
Tequired or to be exported from ases a 
metropolis. Thus in the 2nd and 3rd P ich att 
this MLR.T.S., these two places wre 
already connected by railways, the i ran 
can be enhanced to provide mass a? art 
System for the people living int jon at 
adjacent to such lines of communicé eed , 
those engaged to provide the daily " 


the people living in metropolis. the 


0 


or) 
n 

As planning and execull@ solute) 

M-RTS take 20/25 years, it is ci? 

necessary now to think about the CO” 


y 


Se 
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) 
ae oe is metropolis in the first 
Diednen toads within both the cities are 
wile tae Bese and in next 10/15 years, they 
pes “a choked denying easy movement 
oe sere € public are experiencing a lost 
eeuet ties for the lack of proper 
EN et cn facility in the area around this 
fekee Slee The four laning of the road 
fects uttack and Bhubaneswar is a 
be pina i but in next 10 years, it will 
ah a «If the growth of population, 
fie oi eae ae economic upliftment of 
an Rieger cee nn of the hinterland 
MR be taken into considerations, the 
siintvanras bei metropolis is the basic 
With the in raatruoture required for the same. 
creation of this basic infrastructure 


PREVENTIVE MEASURES AGAI 


Excessive heat had been experienced i 
years, with mercury rising to 45° - 49° 
monsoon and the ground water- 
Government has taken several m 
wave. 


celsius. 


Departments 
arrangements to supp 
towns facing the probl 
schools, shelters and places of 
have been made for patients a 
generator, ice, and stock of med 
doctors and other employees wi 
mbs to heat s 
n 48 hours 


ly water conti 
em. Provision for drinkin 
ffected by heat 
icine 
I remain on du 
troke ina 


If a person succu 
to the Sp 


will submit a report withi 
Department. If he dies in ot 
enquire into the cause of death an 

Classes and examinations it 
A.M.; authorities have been direc 
Instructions have been issued to th 
labourers during the period from 
adequate arrangements for drinking 


s can change the timi 


Collector: 
s a heat wave. 


cinema halls, in case there i 


n several parts of the State during the last two/three 


level going down, & 
easures in order to avoid casualties due to a possible heat 


of Rural Development and H 
nuously and t 
worship by gramp 


s, ORS packets, etc. have been made in hospitals, wher 
, re 


her places, the Tahsildar 
d submit a report. 
1 schools and colleges will be held from 6 A.M. to 11 


ted to make pro 
e authorities of mines and private firms not to eng 
age 


12 noon to 4 P. 
water, shades and emergency health care 


ngs of buses and stop the noon and afternoon shows i 
ws in 


investment and industry will be attracted to 
this area. It will improve the living conditions 
of a large mass of people living not onl _ 
the metropolis but also in the a oiting 
areas extending upto Paradeep on the east d 
Talcher on the west. ‘rane 


In this context it may be i 
here that the Hon'ble Chief iat geet es 
Shri Naveen Patnaik has et ne 
09.02.2001 in a workshop on M.R.T.S “ae 
new organisation will be created to: roid 
Mass Rapid Transit System for Bhubaneswar 
- Cuttack in near future. ies 


ee 
D.K. Mohapatra is C.M.D., OSRTC, Bhubaneswar. 


NST POSSIBLE HEAT STROKE 


In view of scarcity of rainfall during the last 
xcess of heat is anticipated this summer 


ousing and Urban Development have made 
hrough tankers to people in villages and 
g water have been made at bus stands, bazars 

anchayats and NACs. Special arrangements 
ke; arrangements for water cooler, de, 


stro 


ty round the clock. 


hospital, the doctor in charge of his treatmen 
ecial Relief Commissioner and the Revenu 
/ Addl. Tahsildar and a doctor will jointly 


vision of first aid in examination centre. 
S. 


M. They have also been instructed to make 


ORISSA REVIEW # MAY # 2001 


Current Fiscal Situation, Areas of Reform, 
Steps Ahead and Steps Taken 


Current Fiscal Situation 


: Critical 
Imbalances 


Upto 1980-81 the State's Revenue account was 
more or less balanced, During 1980-81 the 
total Revenue Receipt was Rs.62] -65 cr. and 
revenue expenditure was Rs.546.85 cr. 
resulting a revenue surplus Rs.74.50 cr. which 
was 2.01% of GSDP. The failure t 
revenue expenditure within revenue 
after 1980-81 resulted in increasing revenue 
deficits on the State Govt. account. This took 
an explosive turn from 1993-94. In 1993-94 
the total revenue receipt was 3208.23 cr. and 
revenue expenditures was 3479.37 cr. 


0 keep 
receipts 


resulting a revenue deficit of Rs.271 whe 
which was 1.46% of GSDP. veal Pay 
implementation of the Fifth ree 
Commission's scale of pay for the State deficit 
employees w.e.f. 1.1.1996, the revenue 50 cr. 
reached a Staggering figure of ae i 
which was futher enhanced to Rs.2573- 0 
in the year 1999-2000. As a pean 
GSDP the revenue deficit rose in a sing i the 
from the.level of 2.76% in 1go7-1098 53% 
level of 6.32% during 1998-99 and to wise 
in the year 1999-2000. The year Ni 
comparative figure of Revenue Defic 


+ the 
their percentage of GSDP is reflected! 
Table below. 


Table 


Year Total Rey. 


Total Rey, 
Receipt 


Expenditure 


Rey. Surplus (+) 
[deficit (-) 


/ 


Revenue rs, 
deficit as a PE, 


GSDP at 
Current prices 


D 
centage of S 
1980-81 621.35 546.85 


(+) 74.50 3708 (+) 2.01% 
1990-91 2170.94 190,53 (-) 19.59 10904 (-) 0.18% 
1993-94 ie a ae ee 18613 oe 
1996-97 en ie ts 830,49 oases (-) 3.07% 
1997-98 Bes |. BERIT ya 903.14 — (-) 2.76% 
1998-99 “25440 681690. (5 2262.59 35834 (-) 6.31% 
1999-2000 5884.64 45g 5] (-) 2573.87 ‘sane (-) 6.53% 
2000-01(BE) 7390.29 9641.45) 995 1.25 AGBSe (-) 5.19% 
2000-01(RE) 7510.80 9168.19 (1657.39 5 a (3.82% 
7001-0208E) 8533.84 19300,99 


he 


(-) 1766.45 


47693 (93.108 


rf 
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The quantum of revenue deficit 
indicates that the costly borrowed funds, which 
are otherwise needed for developmental 
expenditure in the shape of capital formation, 
is being diverted to meet the consumption 
expenditure that is revenue expenditure."This 
has resulted in increase of the fiscal deficit 
also. The net fiscal deficit was Rs.365.75 cr. 
during 1982-83 which was 8.22% of GSDP 
and in 1998-99 the fiscal deficit was 
Rs.3474.56 cr which was 9.70% of GSDP. In 
other words greater the revenue deficit, more 
is the borrowing and hence greater is the fiscal 
deficit and so goes on the vicious circle. 


In short, all fiscal indicators point to a 
deepening fiscal crisis in the State. The high 
debt level (nearly 51% of the GSDP), the ever 
increasing debt servicing liabilities (more than 
5.35% of the GSDP, 25% of the revenue 
expenditure, 31% of non-plan revenue 
expenditure and nearly 33% of total revenue 
receipts) and an unsustainable salary bill and 
Pension burden (10.82% of GSDP, 50% of 
Tevenue expenditure) have ensured that not 
only no resources are available from the 


revenue receipts of the State for discretionary 
spending; but the State Government has to 
make fresh borrowings for meeting current 
revenue expenditure liabilities. The debt 
servicing liability is 73% of State's own 
Revenue. The Salary Bill and Pension Burden 
is 84% of State's total revenues. _ ; 


(i) The ever increasing gap in the Revenue 
account is being met from costly borrowings 
which is on the increase. Including the 
borrowing from GPF the gross borrowing of 
Rs. 194.81 cr in 80-81 has increased to 
Rs.898.84 cr in 90-91, Rs.2924.96 cr in 98- 
99, Rs.3734.74 cr in 99-2000. The gross 
borrowing as a percentage of GSDP has 
increased from 5.25% in 80-81 to 8.24% in 
90-91, 8.16% in 98-99 to 9.47% in 1999-2000. 
About 77% in 1998-99 and 69% in 1999-2000 
of the gross borrowing are being diverted to . 
meet the gap in the revenue account. In the 
budget estimate for the year 2001-02 it has 
been targetted to reduce to 44.5% of the Gross 
borrowings. The broad break-up may be seen 
in Table below. 


(Rs. in crores) 


Revenue deficit as percentage of gross — 


borrowing (% of gross borrowing diverted 
to meet the revenue deficit) 


(+) 36.46% 
2.22% 
37% 
58% 
56% 
41% 
77% 
69% 
59% 
47.57% 
44.5% i 


(no diversion) . 


Table 

Text Revenue Gross 

surplus (+) / borrowings 

deficit (-) 
1280-81 (+) 74.50 194.81 
OOS (-) 19.59 398.80 
1994-95 (-) 459.05 1243.94 
1995-96 (-) 807.10 1401.7 
rhc bl (-) 830.49 1474.52 
1997-98 (-) 903.14 2189.37 
1998-99 (-) 2262.50 292496 
1999-2000 (-) 2573.87 2734.74 
2000-01(BE) — (-) 2251.25 aan 
2000-01(RE) —(-) 1657.32 3482.67 
2001-02 (BE) —(-) 1766.45 3968. 


Ca 


LI EE 
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(ii) About 57% of revenue expenditure is 
being spent on salaries and pension of the 
Government servants and out of the remaining 
43%, nearly 26% is being utilised for payment 
of interest leaving a paltry of 17% for the really 
useful purposes like maintenance of roads, 
bridges, irrigation works, provision of mid- 
day meal for children, medicines and treatment 
in the hospitals. 


(iii) The payment of salary, pension, 
interest and re-payment of principal 
(Rs.6119.38 cr) is more by Rs.234.74 cr from 
State's total revenue (Rs.5884.64) during 
1999-2000. Similarly the salary and pension 
payment alone (Rs.4495,52 cr) higher than the 
State's own revenue (Rs.2420.56 cr) by 
Rs.2074.96 cr during 1999-2000. The State 
Government even do not have fund to pay 
salary to its own employees, pension to retired 
employees, payment of interest and repayment 
of principal: The State's own tax and non-tax 
revenue is insufficient to meet th 
pension liability each month. 
(iv) 
lendin 
GSD 
Simi 
total 
68% 


e salary and 


The capital expenditure and net 
g has come down from 5.80% of the 
P in 1980-81 to 2.75% in 1999-2090, 
larly the capital expenditure as a % of the 
State Plan expenditure has declined from 
in 1980-81 to nearly 45% in 2000-01, 
(v) While the Capital e 
percentage of GSDP has d 
in 1980-81 to 2.75% in 
fiscal deficit (excludin 
advance and Overdr 


xpenditure as a 
eclined from 5.80% 
1999-2000, the net 


Rs.1176.07 cr (Provisional). These 36 ee 
have a large workforce of 87,026. These PSUS; 
instead of contributing to the State economy; 
have become a drag on the State finances. 


tural 
(vii) Frequent occurrence of ae 
calamities of various kinds is a specia 


ites e of 
of the State's economy and this is also one 


the reasons of the precarious fiscal situal™ 
of the State. When the State was reeling maps 
financial crisis of unprecedented pps 
killer unprecedented super cyclone of os mit 
1999 has compounded the fiscal prob ¢ LA 
has caused widespread destroy ra e 
damages of houses, human life, roads: 
population, physical infrastructure per 
bridges, electrical installations, lift ee Ae yasl 
greatest casualty of the said cyclone ist f trees 
coastal belt green forest cover, lakhs ie The 
on the road sides and the envi ate 
State is yet to recover from the ane of the 
of the super cyclone. To the soa recov® 
State, before the State's economy coul ages 
from the impact of the colossal mer: ith 
the super cyclone, it is again fac cur 
unprecedented drought during the 
financial year (2000-01). . 
Consequence of Critical Imbalance 


«ont 
: ction 
In the absence of fiscal come’ net 


ren! 


enue™ iis) 
Lume the loans for financing the 1° oo” 

Will also not be available leadiX 5 
fiscal breakdown. i 


w 
nts e 
jystMer he 
The need for fiscal rene ante? ine 
recognised when Government P to OY 


hite Paper on State Fina” 
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ie 


Legislature in July'99. Even prior to that the 
State Government had signed an MOU with 
Government of India in April, 1999 for 
carrying out specified fiscal reforms. Though 
certain measures as agreed to in the MOU have 
been implemented in the meantime. 
Comprehensive fiscal reforms are needed to 
correct the imbalance. These must embrace a 
Whole range of problem areas of State finances 
and should aim at reducing the revenue deficit 
to acceptable levels within a given time frame. 


Areas of Reform 


There is need for readjustments across 
Several areas of Government finance, 
‘mprovement in the management of public 
- €Xpenditure and comprehensive civil service 
reforms for improving public service delivery 
through increased accountability, integrity and 
Productivity of the civil service. The structural 
readjustment programme aims at helping the 
State Government stabilise and reverse the 
deterioration in the public finances. Reducing 
the burden of revenue deficit and the fiscal 
deficit through reducing wasteful 
expenditures, cutting low-priority expenditure, 
and raising the efficiency of the ax 
administration and the tax regime is the basic 
objective of the readjustment programme. The 
ultimate goal is to conserve resources from 
“Nproductive and wasteful expenditure an 
direct these for investment in infrastructure 
4nd the social sector, which is essential in 
'oday's market economy for improving 8” owth 
Performance and poverty reduction. 


Steps Ahead and Steps Taken 


The root cause 
"Nsustainability is the ever-growing 
deficit. If the revenue deficit can be reduced 
8tadually and wiped out within a period oF she 
Years then only the yield from various 
dditional revenue generation measures 
‘Ogether with a reasonable level of fresh 


Se 


of fiscal 
revenue 


borrowing can be effectively used in creation 
of capital assets and implementation of 
programmes which would yield quick results 
in terms of revenue and benefit to the 
commmon people. The revenue deficit can be 
reduced and altogether eliminated only when 
revenue expenditures are substantially reduced 
in a graduated manner by rightsizing the 
bureaucracy which is in highest percentage to 
population in the whole country (1.85% 
including PSUs). All sincere efforts of the 
State Government to generate additional 
revenue and contain the revenue expenditure 
by the fiscal re-adjustment programme taken 
up by the State Government cannot succeed 
unless the Government of India supplement 
the efforts of the State Government by 
restructuring the debt stock of the State 
Government. The World Bank and DFID 
Mission are convinced that the State's loan 
burden is overwhelming and the fiscal re- 
adjustment programme would need support of 
Government of India in debt service 
programme. In pursuance to the fiscal reform 
programme the State Government has frozen 
all recruitment and nearly 8560 base level 
vacant posts abolished. A legislation for 
capping of grant-in-aid to aided educational 
institutions was under active consideration of 
the State Government since April 1999 when 
the Government signed an Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the Central 
Government committing for this in the 
agreement. 

The present State Government have 
already implemented a number of revenue 
generation measures during the current year : 


(a) Sales Tax related incentives to industry 
have been withdrawn except those who are in 
receipt of the same or in the pipe line to start 
production by 1.4.2002. 

(b) Uniform floor rates of Sales Tax have 
been introduced on all the agreed goods. 


i 
) 
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(c) A broad based Entry Tax has been 
introduced in lieu of Octroi. 


(d) Profession Tax has been imposed w.e.f. 
1.11.2000. 


(e) « State monopoly in wholesale trade in 
liquor has been introduced with adhesive 


Excise labeling to prevent leakage of Excise 
revenue. 


(f) Increase in Registration Fees has been 
approved by the Cabinet. 


The following other measures are bein 


g 
worked out : ; 


(a) Rationalisation of Stamp duty to get 
more income in line with suggestions made 


‘|. by the NIPF & P has been approved by the 


Cabinet awaiting legislation. 


(b) Rationalisation of Sales Tax rates to 
have a four-rate structure and introduction of 
VAT to be implemented from 1.4.2002. 


(c) Revision of irrigation water rates for 
full cost recovery, 


SSPE rire _o 


(d) Revision of cess on Land Revenue 
from the existing level of 75% to 150% of the 
land revenue. 


(e) Revision of levy of Tax he 
Registration Fees etc under Motor Vehicle Ac 
and Rules. 


Equally important is the urgent need 
to reduce the non-plan revenue expenditure 
and hence the revenue deficit. The aia 
deficit as a percentage of Gross Loan incurré 
was 77% and 69% during 1998-99 and a 
2000 respectively. In other words, at prese? 
more than 70% of the gross loan 1s being 
diverted to meet the deficit in non plan compe 
account. A sincere attempt has been pape 
reduce the percentage of diversion to 41. ol 
and 44.5% in the revised estimate of 200% 
and in budget estimate of 2001-02 respective)” 
This fiscal discipline shall be enforced ze 
an objective of reducing 20% within a pe? 
of 3 years i.e. by 2004-05. 

H ec 
Source : White Paper on Orissa State Finances. ey 
Department, Government of Orissa, March 29 Ht 
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Vv. 


WTO Agreement on Agriculture 


Agreement at a glance 


The WTO Agreement on Agriculture 
was signed as part of the Uruguay Round 
Agreement in April 1994. The Uruguay 
Round of Multilateral Trade 
Negotiations took place during the 
period 1986 to1993. 


The WTO Agreement on Agriculture 
came into force with effect from 
1 January, 1995. It has a 10-year 
implementation period from 1995 to 
2004, for developing countries. 


The WTO Agreement on Agriculture 
covers three broad areas of agriculture 
and trade policy: market access, 
domestic support and export subsidies. 


India is under no obligation to reduce 
domestic support or subsidies currently 
extended to agriculture as the support 
being given is well below the 
permissible level of 10 percent of the 
value of its agricultural output. 
Under the Agreement, there can be no 
restrichons ‘0 farm trade except through 
. tariff barriers such as 
quantitative restrictions on imports 
thr nigh quotas, import licensing etc., me 
to be replaced by tariffs or ane _ 
imports to provid | 
protection to domestic 4. 


thereafter, tariff leve 
some 
progressively reduced. However, 


woe Hike ja were 
developing countries like India W 


tar ie, NON 


permitted to offer ceiling bindings 
instead of tariffication on account of the 
fact that India was maintaining QRs on 
Balance of Payment grounds. 


Reduction commitments on export 
subsidies do not apply to India since 
export subsidies as are subjected to 
reduction commitments under the 
Agreement are not practised in India. 


The Uruguay Round of Trade 
Negotiations did not bring about trade 
liberalisation in agriculture. as expected. 
There has been no significant reduction 
in domestic as well as export subsidies 
given by the developed countries to their 
agriculture. The anticipated increase in 
exports of agricultural products from 
developing countries, therefore. has not 
materialised. : 


Continuation of high domestic sypport 
to agriculture in many developed 
countries is a cause for concern as it 
leads to low international prices for farm 
produce. 


Implementation of the WTO Agreement 
on Agriculture since. 1995 has brought 
out the inadequacies inherent in the 
Agreement. The ongoing negotiations in 
the WTO on the Agreement on 
Agriculture present an opportunity for 
us to rectify these inadequacies and 
inequalities. 


regard to non-trade concerns, in 
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> Government have taken a series of 
measures to safeguard our agriculture 
sector in the context of phase-out of QRs 
-i.e import duties on a large number of 
agro and other items have been 
substantially increased and import of 
131 products have been made subject to 
compliance of Indian quality standards 
as applicable to domestic goods. 


> Inthe Budget 2001-2002, customs duty 
on tea, coffee, copra and coconut as well 
as desiccated coconut has been raised 
from 35% to 70%. Similarly, duty on 
refined edible oils except soyabean oil 
has been raised to a uniform level of 
85% and on crude edible oil to 75%. 


Although maintenance of QRs on 
imports are not permitted. the 
government can, if the situation so 
warrants, raise the applied tariffs within 
the bound levels and also take measures 
such as anti-dumping action, safeguard 
action, levy of countervailing duties 
under certain circumstances as permitted 
under the WTO Agreement. 


> Government have consulted all 
stakeholders in preparing proposals for 
the WTO negotiations on agriculture. 
Extensive consultations have been held 
with the State Governments, farmers 
organisations, political parties; NGOS, 
agricultural universities, experts & 
academicians and all other stakeholders 
in formulating the proposals and these 
consultations will be a continuing 
process. 


» India has submitted its proposals to the 
WTO for the current negotiations on the 
Agreement on Agriculture in the areas 
of market access, domestic supports 
export competition and food security: 


> Food & livelihood security of ier 
people, protection of the interest © 
domestic fanners and maximising pice 
Opportunities for Indian agricultur 
products are the guiding pee Gg 
India’s proposals at the W 
negotiations on agriculture. 


India’s Proposals on Agriculture-] : Food Security 


1. It is enshrined in the Preamble to the 
Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) that 
commitments under the reform programme for 
trade in agriculture should be made in an 


equitable way among all Members, having 


cluding food 
€ment, which 
nuation of the 
that non- trade 
should be taken 
S. Food Security 
€ physical and 
ple at all times to 
healthy life with 
Ss and as such is 


security. Article 20 of the Agre 
mandates negotiations for conti 
reform process, also recognises 
concerns, such as food security 
into account in the negotiation 
as defined by FAO is th 
economic access for all peo; 
enough food for an active, 
no risk of losing such acce 


ee 


difectly connected with livelihood in ma 
developing countries. The food sae e 
concerns can be meaningfully addressed - 
current negotiations only by ensuring et 
disciplines, especially in the area of —— 
access and domestic support, subserve the 
security interests of developing countries: 


t 
2, Agriculture is a way of life, se 
developing agrarian economies. Rapid 8° d 
of agriculture is essential for ensuring 
Security and alleviation of pore i) 
developing countries agriculture "5 
contributes Significantly to their overall work 
and it employs a large proportion of the v 
force. The land holdings are, however 


Ba 


| 
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small, unirrigated and dependent on the 
vagaries of nature. Further, the agricultural 
practices are labour intensive with relatively 
low intensity of farm inputs. Consequently, the 
farm productivity in such countries is low. As 
most farmers in countries like India are 
engaged in subsistence land farming, their 
Participation in international trade is quite 
marginal. The food needs and supply gaps in 
developing countries are developmental 
problems and thus all their policies for 
agricultural development aim at harnessing the 
potential for increasing productivity and 
production in the agricultural sector. Given 
these characteristics of agriculture In 
developing countries with very meagre 
domestic support and the virtual absence of 
export subsidies, by no stretch of imagination 
can these policies be considered trade 
distorting. 


3. The critical importance of the 
agriculture sector in developing countries as 
also its distinctive characteristics vis-ci-vis 
developed countrles can be appreciated from 
the following factors: 


(i) Agriculture continues to be the 
main employer in low- peace 
countries. It employs over 70% ) 
the labour force in low-income 
countries, 30% in middle-income 
countries and only 4% in high- 
income countries. 

contributor to 


ountries. 
1996 


(ii) It is a significant 
GDP in developing Cc 
Between 1990 an 


proportio 
average 34% 
countries as comp 
upper middle income 
ane 1.5% for- the high income 


countries of the OECD. 


(iii) Agriculture also continues to be 


(iv) 


(v) 


an important source of foreign 
exchange and revenue for 
developing countries. In 1996 for 
example, while the share of 
agricultural exports in the total 
merchandise exports was in 
excess of 50% for about a quarter 
of 55 developing countries, .this 
share was in excess of 30% for 
about half of these countries. 


Food consumption accounts for a 
large share of expenditure out of 
the total household income in 
developing countries, while in 
developed countries, it accounts 
for a small and decreasing 
proportion. Therefore, even small 
changes in agricultural 
employment opportunities, or 
prices, can have major socio- 
economic effects in developing 
countries. For most developing 
countries, the need is to raise 
agricultural productivity and 
increase production, particularly 
of basic foodstuffs. In contrast in 
developed countries the primary 
concern appears to be to maintain 
some sort of parity of income 
between the small proportion of 
the work force in farming and 
those in industry. 


The social and economic 
vulnerability of agriculture in 
developing countries is generally 
reflected in parameters such as 
substantial contribution of 
agriculture to their GDP, low level 
of ,commercialisation of 
agriculture, low productivity, 
weak market orientation, 
preponderance of small and 
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marginal uneconomical 
operational landholdings, lack of 
Infrastructure, dependence on 
monsoon, susceptibility to natural 
calamities, and dependence of a 
very large percentage of 
population on agriculture for their 
livelihood etc. Such vulnerability 
fully justifies the extension of 
Special provisions to the 
developing country members for 
ensuring their food and livelihood 
security concerns. 


For all the above reasons and also because it 
would not be possible for developing countries 
to provide alternative sources of employment 
for the rural poor, it is critically important that 
agriculture remains a viable source of 
livelihood to the large percentage of 
population dependent on it. 


4. _ Accordingly, itis felt that food security 


which is not only of great economic relevance 
but also a very important socio-political 
concern in large agrarian economies like India 


needs to be addressed up-front in the ongoing 
Negotiations on agriculture. 


Ds The low-income developing countries 
would like to be able to produce their food 
requirements, in the li ght of constraints that a 


number of developing countries have faced in 
the past in procuri 


I to which the food 
developing countries can be met by ne. 
is 
any atimes by their Meagre 
sources. The Entry of large 


|‘ 


consuming countries in the world food ey 
markets can lead to an upswing in the prices, 
which would in turn compound the problems 
of these countries. Besides, the world 
commodity market for basic food grains 18 
significantly more volatile than the domestic 
food grain market in most of the annleeay 
countries. International price fluctuations, ; 
transmitted to the domestic economies ° 
developing countries, can seriously affect 
prices of food grains and food entitlement A 
the poor. The inadequate physical id 
institutional infrastructure for managing se 
quantities of import of food grains and - 
distribution particularly in rural areas furl! 
makes it undesirable for the dpula 
countries to depend on imported food 
Meeting their domestic requirements. 


7. Further,.the ability of ie 
respond to market signals through a sh! +t 
the cropping pattern or a relocation in ord€ is 
Maintain their income entitlemen'® | 
hampered on account of low literacy !¥ 
limited infrastructural facilities i 
dependence of a very large number of farm 
and agricultural labourers on this sect" - 


8. The income entitlements of ™ s 
of people in the developing con 

directly linked to domestic agricl jicy 
Production. In a liberalized trade ue ed 
framework, this entitlement is often el 
due to surge in subsidised imports: °°”, 
commodities like wheat, coarse 
oilseeds, vegetables oils, sugar, dairy Pr gst 


s 10 


ajoril 
at 
ural 


+ + ri a 
Producers in importing oes js i” 
adversely affect their livelihood. 
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context of high trade distortions being 
practised in developed countries that the 
developing country members would require an 
appropriate level of tariff protection. As such 
any reduction in tariffs by the developing 
countries could be considered only after 
Substantial reduction in trade distorting 
domestic subsidies and elimination of export 
Subsidies. For the same reasons the developing 
countries should be allowed to revise the 
bound levels of their sensitive items, which 
may have been bound at low levels during the 
earlier negotiations. to levels at which similar, 
Categories of products were bound during the 
Uruguay Round of negotiations. 


9. FAD in its paper on ‘Issues at stake 
relating to Agricultural Development, Trade 
and Food Security. has concluded: “significant 
Progress in promoting economic growth, 
reducing poverty and enhancing food security 
cannot be achieved in most of these countries 
Without developing more fully the potential 
Capacity of the agriculture sector and its 
Contribution to overall economic 
development”. Given the diverse conditions 
and varying stages of agricultural development 
'n developing countries. the need for making 


televant provisions to enable them to pursue 


Policies aimed at increasing agricultural 
Production and productivity is thus necessary. 
From the present structure of the Green Box 
Itis Observed that most of the provisions are 
Not widely used by the developing world. 
‘ailored. as they have been to the conditions 
Prevalent in the developed countries. It 1s 
therefore, imperative that the Green Box 
Should have provisions for the general 
development of agriculture inclnaine 
diversification in developing countries, wine 
‘N turn would help them to take care of their 
Tural employment and food security. For 


A in 
nstance, input subsidies given by one as 
“ountries for crops wherein productivity 3 

ould be covere 


“Te below the world average sh 


under the Green Box. Sufficient flexibility 
should, therefore, be allowed to developing 
countries to administer such policies. 


10. Another possible option for providing 
the necessary support to the farm sector in 
developing countries which in turn would lead 
to increased production helping them to 
achieve a certain amount of self sufficiency in 
food grains could be by way of exempting the 
product specific support given to low income 
and resource poor farmers from AMS 
calculations. This would be in addition to what 
has already been provided in Article 6.2 of the 
AoA for exempting non-product specific 
support provided to low- income resource poor 
farmers. 

Ld. Another aspect of AoA to be reviewed 
is the product coverage as prescribed in 
Annex-l of AoA. It is observed that 
commodities like rubber, jute, coir and forestry 
products are excluded from the ambit of-the 
Agreement despite the fact that they are 
primary agricultural products and are a source 
of livelihood for a sizeable rural population 
in developing countries. The justification for 
inclusion of the above mentioned products is 
the same if not greater than for products like 
raw hides and skins, animal hair, furskins etc., 
which are already covered under Annex-l. 


12: 


disciplines mandated under it. the playing field 
continues to be uneven between the developed 
and developing countries. The structural 
imbalances of the Agreement as also the wide 
divergence in the agricultural policies being 
practised in various countries appear to be the 
main contributors to this scenario. The 
ongoing negotiations, therefore, provide a 


good opportunity for taking suitable measures . 


for rectification of the anomalies. which have 
surfaced during the implementation of AoA 
in the last 6 years. Thus, a number of suitable 


Experience in implementation of the 
- Agreement has shown that despite the 


es De ca 
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measures in the areas of market access. 
domestic support and export subsidies would 
necessarily have to be addressed in a co- 
ordinated manner so as to enable the 
developing countries to take care of their food 
security and livelihood concerns. 


13. It is by now well established that 
despite reduction commitments. the level of 
distortions in agricultural: trade continues to 
be high. The anticipated benefits in terms of 


any threat as it is 
- Further, despite 
gricultural sector, 


membership. 


Proposals 


security Physical access to food in developing 
countries can be ensured only through a certain 
minimum level of self-sufficiency. Further. es 
subsistence and livelihood of farmers 1n me 
agrarian economies can also be ana 
jeopardised due to cheap/subsidised impor ‘ 
Other factors like the limitations of dock 
country farmers to change to other crops ee 
shift from agriculture to manana 
services, and the inability of develop 
countries to set apart required an 
exchange resources for making purchases : « 
the volatile global markets, samentnee 
difficulties in ensuring timely aerate 
imported food grains to remote and back ding 
areas are also significant issues in fa ae 
the food security and livelihood 1” "30% 
countries. Given the fact that more than ing 
of the population in most of the deve re 
countries is totally dependent on ag 
for their livelihood, the following We 
would constitute a ‘Food Security Bo 
developing countries: 


for 
of 
. . xa 
(i) All existing provisions of kal 
AoA except paras 5.6 & 7 § + of the 
continued, being an integral P” to be 
food security measures requir 
‘ ries; 
taken by developing countti +48 
(ii) 
+ ations 
countries for poverty ae and 
‘development. rural employ io jd 0° 
diversification of agriculture * gusto” 
€xempted from any form of 
commitments; lo i 
see é { 
(lit) Flexibility to be given to arte 
Countries in the manner of a whe 
Subsidies to key farm inpU e to 
nevertheless should conun p od? 
accounted for in the Ne ations" 
Specific support AMS calcula sine? 
os con p 
In addition to the provisions” at ° 


: @ al 
in Article 6.2 of agreeh’ 
Agriculture, relating to 48 


res, 


Jopre 
All measures taken by the dev usa! 
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investment and input subsidies. Product 
specific support given to low income 
and resource poor farmers should also 
be excluded for AMS calculations; 


(v) Negative Product specific support be 
permitted to be adjusted against positive 
Non-product specific support; 

level of tariff bindings to 
be allowed to be maintained by 
developing countries as @ special and 
differential measure, keeping in mind 
their developmental needs and high 
distortions prevalent in the intemational 
markets so as to protect the livelihood 
of their very large percentage of 
population dependent on agriculture. 
The appropriate levels of tariff bindings 
will have to necessarily relate to the 
trade distortions in the areas of market 
access, domestic support and export 
competition being practised by the 
developed countries; 

Low tariff bindings in developing 
countries. as could not be rationalised 


in the earlier negotiations. should be 
the ceiling 


(vi) Appropriate 


(vii) 


allowed to be raised to 
bindings for similar category of 
products. committed during the Uruguay 


Round; 


HELTER AND R 
nor of Orissa, 


CYCLONE-S 


His Excellency the Gover 
building and the third phas 
Kanaguli under Erasama 
undertaken the reconstruc 


tion 


Swami Smarananda 
the occasion. Swami Sibeswa 
of the village. 


rananda propose 


ESIDENTIAL Hi 
M. Rajendran 
r distric 


dran lauded th 


. . i Rayen 

th Speaking on the occasion: SI ne. esides the efforts of the Government, the NGOs, voluntary 

e traumatic experiences of sup ed hard to rebuild the ravaged villages. His Excellency praised 
iIding tated Orissa. The Mission had set 


run 
a vote of thanks. 


(viii) A separate safeguard mechanism on the 
lines of the Special Safeguard provisions 
(Article 5 of AoA) including a provision 
for imposition of Quantitative 
Restrictions under specified 
circumstances. should be made available 
to all developing countries irrespective 
of tariffication in the event of a surge in’ 
the imports or decline in prices and to 
ensure food and livelihood security of 
their people. 


Developing country members should be 
exempt from any obligation to provide 
any minimum market access; 


(ix) 


The product coverage of the Agreement 
on Agriculture requires rationalisation 
by including primary agricultural 
commodities such as rubber. primary 
forest produce, jute, coir, abaca and sisal 
etc. which are much more agricultural ” 
than hides and skins which are already 
covered under AoA. 


(x) 


WTO Agreement on Agriculture : India's 
New Delhi : Ministry of Commerce and 
nd Ministry of Agriculture, Government of- 

p. 29-39. 


Source : 

Proposals. 
Industry a! 
India, March 2001, p 


USES IN ERASAMA INAUGURATED 


inaugurated a cyclone-shelter -cum-school 
dential houses and dedicated them to the villagers of 


esi 
t on April 17, 2001. Ramakrishna Mission had 


e efforts of the people, who have overcome 


anda of Rama 


ORISSA REVIEW # MAY # 2001 


Census of India 2001 
as : issa 
Provisional Population Totals, Oriss 
Figures at a Glance 
Number of Districts , 30 
Area (in sq.kms) 155,707 s | 
Total population Persons 36,706,9 
Males 18,612,340 | 
Females 18,094,580 
Decadal Population 
Growth 1991-2001 Absolute 5,047,184 
Percentage (+)15.94 
Population Density (per sq.km) 236 
Sex Ratio (Females Per 1000 males) 972 
: eto 
0-6 Population Absolute Percent io! 
total pop¥ 
Persons 5,180,551 «14d 
| Males 2,656,046 . 14.27 
kal ah Females 2,524,505 a 
iteracy ate (excl! 
, Absolute Rate (¢ jatio™ 
0-6 Pop¥ 
\ 5 e (percentae 
Persons 20,053,785 63.61 
Males 12,118,256 75.9 
Females 7,935,529 50.97 
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Statement Showing a Comparative Picture of the Population 
Census-2001 : Provisional Figures , 


State / District Total Population Decennial growth rate Density of Population 


(Percentage) (per sq.km.) 
1991 (and rank) 2001 (and rank) 

ORISSA 31,659,736 36,706,920 + 20.06 + 15.94 203 236 
Bargarh 1,207,172 (11) 1,345,601 (10) +16.93 +1147 207 . 231 
Jharsuguda 442,154 (27) 509,056 (27) +2141 + 15.13 212 245 
Sambalpur 813,589 (20) 928,889 (20) + 18.47 414.17 122 140 
Debagarh 234,238 (30) 274,095 (30) + 18.50 + 17.02 80 93 
Sundargarh 1,573,617 (5) 1,829,412 (6) + 17.62 + 16.26 162 188 
Kendujhar 1,337,026 (8) 1,561,521 (8) + 19.95 + 16.79 161 188 
Mayurbhanj 1,884,580 (3) 2.221782 3) + 19.14 + 1789 181 213 
Baleswar 1,696,583 (4) 2,023,056 (4) + 24.96 + 19.24 446 532 
Bhadrak 1,105,834 (14) 1,332,249 (13) + 23.55: +2047 441 532 
Kendrapara 1,149,501 (12) raorsse FITS ai bine oe 
Jagatsinghpur 933,789 (18) 1,056,556 (18) +1798 + 13-15 560 633 
Calack 2,053,192 (2) 2340686) +1997 ae si ae 
Jajpur 1.386.177 fa) 1,622,868 (1) + 22.01 + 17.08 478 560 
Dhenkanal - 947,870 17) 1,065,983 (17) + 18.92 + 12.46 213 239 
Angul se1.037 | 08) 1,139,341 (16) + 22.31 + 18.55 151 179 
Nayagarh saagat C1) 363,934 (21) + 14,52 + 10.39 201 222 
Khurda —— 6) 1,874,405 (5) + 32.67 + 24.79 . 534 666 
Puri 1,305,365 0) 1,498,604 (9) + 18.08 + 14.80 375 431 
Ganjam 2,704,056 (1) 3136937 (D* A nt Ti ie 
Gajapati 454,708 (26) 518,448 (26) +13.04 +14.02 105 120 
Kandhamal 546,281 (23) 67912 2D * ieee — ae = 
Pah 317,622 (29) sno 1 pai = 
Sonepur 476815 (24) 540,659 (24) + 19.99 + 13.39 204 231 
Bolangir 1,230,938 (10) 1335760 GD * bus ee ri ie 
Nuspada "469,482, 23) 530,524 (25) +19.56 sa 122 138 
Kalahandi * 1,130,903" (13) 1334372 0 * 19.48 7 se 143 168 
Rayagada 713,984 (22) a3019 : we ‘ me : in 
_ Nabarangapur 346,659 (19) joists me + taal - . 
Koraput 1,029,577 (15) pamigs4 (15) u 134 
027, 480,232 (28) + 26.00 + 13.71 73 33 


Malkangiri 422,326 (28) 


issa) PROVISIONAL POPULATION TOTALS. 


eries 22: Or 
Director of Census Opera’ 


Source : Census of India 200! (s tions, Orissa. 


Courtesy : Shri Manoranjan er = 


ORISSA REVIEW # MAY # 2001 


Orissa News 


24 - HOUR ORIYA CHANNEL 
Doordarshan's 24-hour Oriya channel was inau 


_ pao ation 
gurated by Hon'ble Union Minister for Inform?” 
and Broadcasting, Smt Sushama Swaraj, 


cing 
on the 56th Utkal Divas on Ist April 2001. ae 
the people on this occasion, she said that the State now had a satellite channel which of af 
beamed through Insat 2D, Since DD 6 would be aired through cable television, she peat” 0 
cable operators would come forward to make this channel accessible to maximum ad once 
homes. She also said that Doordarshan would reach 90 percent of the State's aaa: 
the installation of a high Power transmitter at Berhampur and low power transmitters at Be 

Chikiti and Tusra became complete. der” 

atnaik paid rich tributes to the architects at . i 

Orissa and said that the State would remain indebted to them for their contribution. He als he 
that the 24-hour Oriya channel would 80 a long way in making the world outside aware © iple 


Deputy Direct 


hers 
n Samal attended the function. Among fof 
Doordarshan, 


2 irec 
an, Shri K, Krunnykrishnan and the D! 
at were present, 


OF MARTYRDOM OF LAXMAN NAIK 


4 Ne i 
om of the eminent freedom fighter, Laxma” a st 
Relations Department and Sabari Sanskrut! Nave 


y Of the day of martyrd 


observed jointly by Information & Public 


at Soochana Bhava: 
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Welcome address was delivered by the Director, Shri Rahas Bihari Nayak and a vote of thanks 
was proposed by Shri Jagadish Prasad Mishra, Secretary of Sabari Sanskrutika Parishad. 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE DAY OF MARTYRDOM OF RAGHU-DIBAKAR 
om of Raghunath Mohanty and Dibakar Parida was 
observed jointly by Information and Public Relations Department, Sahid Raghu-Dibakar Smruti 
Committee and Ranapur Sanskrutika Parishad at Soochana Bhawan on April 4, 2001. Chief 
Guest on the occasion, Hon'ble Minister for School and Mass Education, Shri Bhagabat Behera 
said that Raghu-Dibakar would be remembered for their supreme sacrifice. The Guest of Honour, 
the Government Chief Whip, Shri Pradip Maharathi said that people would always derive 
inspiration from the courage of the freedom fighters like Jayee Rajguru, Raghu-Dibakar and 
Laxman Naik. The Chief Speaker Sri Braja Paikray, gave a detailed account of the struggle and 
sacrifice of Raghu-Dibakar. The meeting was presided over by Hon'ble Minister of Information 
and Public Relations, Shri Duryodhan Majhi. He said that Raghu-Dibakar would be a source of 
inspiration for the youth in their crusade against injustice and exploitation. 


The 61st anniversary of the day of martyrd 


artment, Shri Rahas Bihari Nayak, welcomed the 


At the beginning, Director of the Dep: 
by Shri Kalpataru Mohapatra, Secretary of the 


guests; at the end, a vote of thanks was proposed 
Ranapur Sanskrutika Parishad. 

JOINT TASK FORCE ON DEVELOPMENT OF ORISSA TOURISM 
aik addressed the national seminar on Tourism : 
he Confederation of Indian Industries and Orissa 
eminar was attended by leading members of the 
travel trade from India and overseas as well as Ambassadors ior several countries. The seminar 
highlighted the unique heritage and natural resources of Orissa and Hire 8! ona partnership 
approach between Government and the private sector for development of tourism infrastructure 


and facilities in the State. 


Shri Patnaik announced that G 
Project near Puri which offered an exe 
Shri Patnaik agreed to head a Joint Task Force on e 
Force will provide an institutional platform for the pat 


: oun “4 tate. 
Private sector for development of tourism In the S _ . . 
; ; se atao addressed by Shri Bijayshree Routray, Hon'ble Minister 
The national seminar pw MP. Bezbaruah, Secretary, Tourism, Government of India, 

ri M.-F. 


ce and Culture, a“ i -tndia , Shri D.P. Bagchi, Chief Secretary, Orissa, and 
.R.V. Ayyar, Secretary, Culture, ittee on Tourism and Heritage. 
Shri Ravi Satine Chairman, " = 


ENT O 
ON DEVELOPM 
WORKSHOP mong the Hon'ble Members of the Legislative Assembly, a 


In order to create an awareness “ts Orissa Watershed Mission and State Institute of Rural 
Workshop was organised jointly y ilding on April 11, 2001. The workshop was 


mbly bul ‘aa 
Development ‘ex pesenun Se of the Asse! y - At the beginning, Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Tesi ' ', ici 
sided by Hon'ble Speaker ci all the partici 


Shri Sarat Kumar Kar. 
Shri Naveen Patnaik welcom 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patn 
Destination Orissa" jointly sponsored by ! 
Tourism in New Delhi on April 5, 2001. The s 


overnment of Orissa had launched a Special Tourism Area 
ellent scope for investments by reputed hospitality groups. 
development of tourism in Orissa. The Task 
tnership between the Government and the 


ants. Hon'ble Minister of State for Agriculture, 
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Shri Amar Prasad Satpathy presented a brief account of the work of the Watershed Mission. - 
said that the Mission, which started functioning in June 2000, would take up the development 
5,000 watersheds at an estimated cost of Rs.1500 cr over a period of 10 years. He also said tha 
there would be a drive to create popular awareness about watersheds during the 1st week of ee 
Hon'ble Chief Minister released the Mission Document and laid emphasis on the work i 
watershed projects. The Speaker, Shri Kar solicited the co-operation of the members for « 
functioning of the Mission. Shri Sourav Garg, the Director of the Mission, and Professor Ra 
Mohan, member of the Board of Advisors, spoke on the occasion. 


BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF DR B.R. AMBEDKAR 


The birth anniversary of Dr B.R. Ambedkar was observedin Bhubaneswar on April 14, 2000. : 
meeting was organised at Soochana Bhawan on this occasion. Hon'ble Minister for saeaerst 
Planning and Co-ordination, Shri Ramakrushna Patnaik, the Chief Guest of the function, desoribe : 
Dr Ambedkar as a dedicated social reformer and a legendary person. Hon'ble Minister for he 
operation, Textiles and Handloom, Shri Arabinda Dhali, who was the Chief Speaker, said t 
Dr Ambedkar was a source of inspiration and support for the underprivileged sections of t 


society. Hon'ble Minister for Information and Public Relations, Shri Duryodhan Majhi presi? 
over the meeting. Earlier, the Director of the Department, Shri Rahas Bihari Nayak wee 
the guests. A vote of thanks was 


tra. 
Proposed by the Addl. Director, Shri Abhay Chandra Mohap# 
The meeting was followed by a cultural programme. 


The 90th birth anniversary of late R 


} ' issds 
Rajendra Narayan Singhdeo, a former Chief Minister of ort 
was observed on the auspi j j 


sea : era cich Molt 
gan’ SEC » Shri Lingaraj Mishra, Shri Harish M°’ 
Shri Chitta Ranjan Mis Asgelh amyane attended the meetin 


Shri Naveen Patnaik i 
aik inaugurating Sri Ram C 
= Pers % hi a 
ae ap on April 2, 2001. Smt rail sme Deo 
ebashis Nayak, MLA are present pan ee 


H ' . 
secs mee ble Chief Minister, 
ntenary Hall of Science Co 
MLA and Shri 


atnaik jnaugurating the scho 
ol-cum-c 
yclone shel 
ter at 


2, 2001. Shri Debashis Na 
yak, MLA is 
present. 


Shri Navee? P 
uri on April 


" Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
overnment High School, Kanch 


ee 
. : i "Tourist 
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik addressing the national seminar on 


f ‘nj ; Tourism 
Destination Orissa" in New Delhi on April 5, 2001. Also present are Hon'ble Minister for 
and Culture, Shri Bijayashree Routray, 


. StS. 
Chief Secretary Shri D.P. Bagchi and other gue 


Hon'ble Chief Mi 
at a workshop of MPs. 
2001.Hon'ble Speaker, 


2 State Lowel Workshop On 


_KENDULEAE TRAE «POVERTY AL 
Yornio- State Ce perntin Barbs tenberenc 
Perle « BPG te eS 


Oneal at 2a -VASUNDHARA Ce. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik at the State-level workshop on "Kendu leaf Trad 
e 


and Poverty Alleviation" organised by Vasundhara, Bhubaneswar at State Co-operative Bank 
Conference Hall on April 12, 2001. 


a Legislative Assembly, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar, Hon'ble Minister f 
r for 


Hon'ble Speaker of Oriss 


Revenué , Law, Fisheries and Anin 


nal Resources Development, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan , Hon'b] 
on'ble 


blic Relations, Shri Duryodhan Majhi, Collector of Khurda, Sh 
a ri 


hri Pradosh Patnaik a 
ron April 13, 2001. 


Minister for Information and Pu 


Madhusudan Padhi and journalist S 
Bhubaneswa 


t the Capital day celebrations at PMG Su 
are, 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen p 
the occasion of the death 
Bhubaneswar. Hon'ble Minist 


ra ; a son on 
‘atnaik distributing a wheel chair to a disabled pers' n 
anniversary of Biju Patnaik on April 17, 2001 at Soochana Bhawan, 
er of Urban Deve’ 


Sard ashis 
pment, PG. & PA. Shri Samir Dey and Shri Deba 
Nayak, MLA are also present, 


mn Hon'ble Minister for Finance, Shri Ramkr 
“Public Relations i Dur jhi 

fae apuryedhan Majhi ana Hon'ble Minister for Cooperation, Textiles de y 

") mM 4" aly } 1 ' ; a 

a Dhali p 2 5 tBR, Ambedkar on his 102nd birth nee 


and 
«hil 
+ alo iW 
ushna Patnaik, Hon'ble Minister for Infor! andlo" 


a 


y 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik releasing a documentary film on late Krutartha Acharya 
on the occasion of the birth anniversary of late Acharya on March 23, 2001. Also present are Hon'ble 
Speaker of Orissa Legislative Assembly, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar, Hon'ble Minister for Co-operation, 
Handloom and Textiles, Shri Arabinda Dhali, Hon'ble Minister for Excise, Shri Ananda Acharya, Editor 
of The Samaj, Smt Manorama Mohapatra and Editor of the Sambad, Shri Soumya Ranjan Patnaik. 


floral tributes to the martyr, 
non March 29, 2001. Also 
d Animal Resources 


ini j Na 
Hon'ble Chie! Minister - Ney of bis 
Laxman Nae sat Ie Mi ister for Rev ee f State for Food, 
present are the Hon nie 


Development, Sh! i 
civil Sup 


Hon'ble Union Minister for Forests and 

stone of Pollution Abatement Scheme for ri 
on March 29, 2001. Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Dey, Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab, 


Environment, Shri T.R. Balu laying the ante 
ivers, Mahanadi and Kathjori at Mattagajpur, Cuttac 4 
Shri Naveen Patnaik and Hon'ble Minister, Shri Sa™ 
MP, Ms Nibedita Pradhan, MLA are present. 


| 


ihe Ea Chief Minister, Shri Nav 
Mini ajendra Narayan Singhdeo i 
isters, Shri A.U. Singhdeo, Shri 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Police Fi ormatio! 


n the Secretariat 0! 
K.B. Singhdeo, Sh 


een Patnaik unveiling a portrait of form: i 
er Chief Mini 
n March 30, 2001. Also present are ati : 
ri Biswabhusan Harichandan and MLA, Si : 
» Shri 


Jogendra Behera. 


ing the salute on the occasion of 66th Ori 
Reserve Police Line, Cuttack ates 


Hon'ble Union Minister for Inforn 


nation and Broadcasting, 
hour Oriya channel of Doordarshan 0 


n'ble Union Minister, Shri 


tnaik celebrated at the Civi 


Ho 
Biju Pa 


. of 
Juel Oram at the Panchayati Raj Divas and birth anniversa'y 


d 
© Centre, Rourkela on March 5, 2001.Shri Ajit Das, MLA * 
others are also present, 


ae! a SS =_—_ 


Ch Hon'ble Minister for Energy, Steel and Mines, Shri A.U. Singhdeo, Professor G.K. Das, former Vice- ~ 
ancellor, Utkal University, Shri U.S. Bhatia, Principal Resident Commissioner, and the Information 
Officer, New Delhi at the Utkal Divas celebrations on April 1, 2001 in New Delhi. 


Aba ! 
age cea gabe _f 


Maharaja Shri Gopinath Gajapathi, former M.P., Shri Pradip Kumar Panda, 
Collector, Gaupat Shri Trinath Sahu, MLL.A. and Shri Prakash Padhi, a journalist 
at Utkal Divas celebrations at Paralakhemundi, Gajapati. 
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